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WASHINGTON, 8. €. 20301

G

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

In reply refer to:
1-5183/76

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT:

ACTION MEMORANDUM

Response to Ambassador Hill (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

Attached is proposed response from you to a letter of 30
April 1976 from Ambassador Hill (Buenos Aires) in which
he summarizes his protocol visit to the new Argentine

Minister of Defense.

In brief, the response points out that (1) we shall do our
best to improve next year's funding level for Argentina's
Military Education and Training Program, (2} the FY 76

FMS credit program for Argentina has been approved by the
USG and we are proceeding with consummation of the loan
agreement, (3) we will provide security assistance to
Argentina within the context of worldwide funding re-
straints, and (4) DOD will assist in necessary arrange-
ments for upcoming trips by Argentine officials.

Recommend your signature,
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In reply refer to:
1-5183/76

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Response to Ambassador Hill (Buenos Aires, Argentina)
ACTION MEMORANDUM

Attached is proposed response from you to a letter of 30
April 1976 from Ambassador Hill (Buenos Aires) in which
he summarizes "his protocol visit to the new Argentine
Minister of Defense.

In brief, the response points out that (1) we shall do our

best to improve next year's funding level for Argentina's

Military Education and Training Program, (2) the FY 76

FMS credit program for Argentina has been approved by the

USG and we are proceeding with consummation of the loan

l agreement, (3) we will provide security assistance to
Argentina within the context of worldwide funding re-

straints, and (4) DOD will assist in necessary arrange-

ments for upcoming trips by Argentine officials.

LY
Recommend your signature.

Bug McAol
Q_ Assistant Secretary of Defengk

g
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Buenos Aires, Argentina
April 30, 1976

The Honorablas Donald Rumafeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washiogton, D.C. 20301

\ ..c:)m "
On April 27th, I made an official protocol visit to the new Argentine
Minister of Defense, Retired Air Force Brigadier Mayor (Major General)
Jose Maria Klix. The meeting was very cordizl and the minister appeared

to -be completely at ease with me and the principal U.S. military officers
of my staff who accowpsnied me.

Puring the course of the visit, the subject of difficulties in the U.S
Security Assistance Program was mentioned. The Ministerassured me

that bhe understood that the United States was looking at its Security
Assistance activities from a global viewpoint and that he did not inter-
pret recent problems as being specifically directed against Argentines.

At another point in the conversation, when reference was wade to the

upe trips of several senior Argentine officials to the United States,
I as if the minister had any plans for such a visit. He answered in
the pegative, but expressed interest and said that he would discuss such
a possibility with the President at the appropriate time. Of course,

I offered my assistance in making the necessary arrangements.

With warm regard,
. >

L 0
Robert C. Hill
Ambassador

—_——
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