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t. SEENET

THE DIRECTOR OT CENTRAT INTETTIGENCE

wAsHlNo?oN, D. c. 2050t

Nslionol lnlelligence Olficcrr

lI July t978

ME|.ORAI,IDUM F0R: Rear Adn, James A. Lyons, Jr. _ JS/JCS
John l'lerrill - .tslJCS

-)John Rowe - OSD/ISA
ilal . Ronal d R. Nel son - DIA

FROM : George t.I. Al'len
Associate NIO for Special Studies

suBJEcr : cIA study on conventional Arms Restraint ln
Latin Amerlca

Attachments:
tlorking Pa dtd. l0 July 1978

0utl oo ra American

1. I am fon*arding g-pqper on Latin America produced by our
9IIi::.:L-l.qj?pl and pofi tibar Anarysis. w..ir.' rir,ing-aipeiiarprel i.minary-9istribution because of its relevance to the"uocofiino--round of talks with the soviets at Helsinkt. -copt;a il;u-[;il'fi"-
nished separately to appropriate people in oilrer'aepartncnts andagencies.

^ ^?._. 
Any_conments you may have wrll be gratefuily recelved.

Our 0ffice of Economic-Resealch is working 6n ietitet pip"ri-on
arms sales tb Latin America and Africa. driiti-ii ir,ei"'pipe"ishould also bg available for our use in HeIsinki.
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IIIE CIffiOOK FOR A TATIN AMERIAN REGIO],IAL ACC0RD FoR
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Argenti,rn" Bo|.duta, Chi,Le, Co?,ornbi.a,
Ecuad,or" Patlana, Pemt, and Venezuela--uas iesued at the concT,usion
of, a ewmti,t neebing convened by Pemt in Deeanber 7974 to oortranorate
tihe 7$0th anniarcnsarg of the Battle of Agaeu.e?p (the engaganent that
broke the baek of Spani,eh eoloni,al pwer i.n South Arnerted. One of
the docmtentte stated goale uas to eneate conditions faorable to
regi,onal llni.tati..orls on a,rrml.
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r. INIROHJMION

On 9 December 1974, eight Latin American cotntries (Argentina,
Boliviao Chile, Colombia, Eorador, Panama, Penr, and Venezuela)
signed the Declaration of Ayacucho in ruhictr, among other things,
tley stated their intention to 'rcreate t}re conditions that r+ilL
permit the effective Limitation of arms and put an end to their
itcquisition for offe,nsive military purposesr-in order to devote all
possibLe resources to the econcrnic anilsocial. developnent of each of
the Latin Anericau countries."* Although the declarition vias issued
in the wake of Peruts initial large scale orders of military equipment
frorn the Soviet Union, total arrrrs-sal.es to Latin American cbmiri-es
in L973 and 1974 stil1 remained relatively 1sw in comparison to f.ike
sales to developing cotmtries in other regions--a fact uhich seemed 

'

to auger welL for a rmrl.tiLateral effort at restraint. Nonethel-ess,
the Ayacucho pledge proved to be a barrer exercise. Latin American
courtries bor.rght more anns ix 1975 ($f.Z billion worttr) thal ever
before and tlren beat that record by nearly $SOO miffion in 1.:977,
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buil-d-rp of its om woulal cause concern
in Argentina, just as Argentinars mil.itary actiuities are ttratched warily
by Brazil. Military purchases by some of t}te Larger states tike Brazil
are also motivated by a desire to project an inage of polver and infl.uence
beyond imlediate neighbors. The goaL may be enhanced status in the
global arena as well as hegemony within the region, altlrough Ctrba is
the only Latin American state to put its armod forces into cqnbat
overseas in recent years.
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pressure frqn ttreir domestic constituencies on.the issue. Chile and
hrgentina are CI(ceptions in this regard, but Italy is wil-Iing to seLL
.to-then openly, and others do so through tlird party suprpliers.
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I973-L977. BY RECIPIEI\IT

$ti11ions of US Dollars)*
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