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DECLASSIFIED. IN FULL ·sESR[f 
AuthOrity: EO 13526 . · _ 
Chief, .Records & Declass Div, WHS _ · · Argentina 

Date: DEC 2'8 201r 

1. Total . Security Ass! stance _ ($ thousands) · 

Hllitary FKS 
HAP Train in~ .Credit : • Total · --
. -- 920 34,000 34·, 920 

Cost of 
Mission 

1,634 36,554 

·Contributed ·· 
Currency - __ ...__~ 

by Host 

2-. Externa l Threat (US Assessment) 

None. . . : · .. 

3·. . Independent Externa 1 Threat Estimate (Argentine Assessment) -

, ~~-2JJ,because of i ts si:Z:~, the s-iz; :of its -military forces, its _strong 
tndust~ial base, _ ~nd its ~apid econom"Q}evelopment, is viewed as a vague 

.- potential threat in the d.tst<;mt future. . . >· . · · - .. ·. .· . . . . . . . . 
. : . . 

· 4. last Time Engaged in •Active Military Ho~tilities · 
·. , .. 

Argentina :has not ~ngaged in active - ~ilitary. hostilities durina_ this 
_century . · In 1962 Arqent:ina contribt~ted some military aircraft to . 
_the Cuban blockade; they. also dispatched two destroyers, but the .. _ ---- ------·-···-·-' 
blockade ended _ l:>efore they arrived on station. _ ._. . . . ____ _ . _

1 

.. -·- :' ,.. . Offi~e ofthc Secretary of Def~nse · s v. s.c..jSS'L 
. - Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS . . +. _ -_ , 

,• .·. Not applicable. 
. Date: 2.8l>fG2.01] Authority: EO 13526 

· __ , Decla5sify; _:. )( - ·- Deny in Full: _- · ,. :' 

· . Pecl895ify: i:n · r~tt:.--'-----.--~-

6- I t 1 Th (u·s-A . .· ·-· }·. . . --_ . . Reason·.,.,-'--~-~- ..;_· -,..,..-~-,..-,---..--
• n er.nCI reat _ ·-. · . ~sessm~".t : .. ' ·· · :: ~fDR: .: J.z . ~M- 2.()" · _- · . . :. · 

ffo~tillu i ng ter.rori~~ a~d - • guef_r. ilia wa~far~-t~~t _.has plagued -the countr•( s Jnce · 
9968, became intensive in 1974-1975., .and has tied down a regimental-size force 

in coun t erguerrilla operations '.in Tucuman Province since February 1975. The ·' 
. main i-nsurgent groups are the Kontoneros · (an organizat.ion ·with several tl1ou- i 

sand ha rd-core members that . is an'' c:)ffshoot of .the Peron .i st movement and has . . 'I 
· extensive contacts in the parent organtzation) and the Peopleis Revolutionary · 

Army (ERP ·- a Karxist~Leninst group with several hundred hard core member-s, ""'\ 
. much mo r~ · active· than. the Montorieros and with cor~sid~rable international sup~ 

. ·.· ... . . 

7 • . Independent I nterna 1 Threat Estimate (Argenti_ne As~essment) ... ... .. . i 
• .. _1 

j 

Same as -us-ass~ssment•. ~ . 
. ~ .. . · ·~ . ;::- ·.;·~ j· ··~~~~-····':: :.: .. :.,-.. ,:· ·,,.._;. :.·.. : . ; ~: 

.a-. · Other Reasons - foV~ P~ov iding . Ass• istanc~<: .. ; > •; -~·- ·:: - ~'< _· .. -. ~, ·. · • 

. .· (As the ·_ · se·c~~d l~~ges~ co.u~try ;~ i'~.~~o~-ttt_i;~~ f~~·:~· ~ nd beca4se of its · r~lativel ~ 
._. , advanced cultu·re and .econbmy, Ar:genti.na has :.· important influence · in regional .. 

. .~ff~~rs. -:: Together with. · Chil.e ~ . Argenit:iia ,_geographicall ,y .- dQQ\ina.t~s ' the -': . . . • 
. '. '~:-- . . , _; . " . , :.: . .. ·:·~· : ·:.· _·, .. :, - ,--,. . -~ --. .. .:!·:. c, :;- :·, .:· :-- ::: • .- • ' .:1 
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strateg ic ocean routes between the South Atlantic and Pacific Oceans • . Security 
. assistance to Argentina contribut~s to that country's modest .modernization ·. 
efforts§,;cifically to · improve its counterinsurgency capabiHty, strengthens . 
the US position as the predominant influen~e ,on the Argentine military, _and . 
reduces . the likelihood. of~ - incursion of third powers with interestS 
inimica l to those of the US • . _ .· ' • · · . 

. . 
. ~ '.. . 

. . . 

Rea_!ons for Requesting the Specific Amoun t of .AssiStanc .. e 

Argentina has received . no ~rant materiel assistance ~ince FY68. The grant 
·· .. training funds · requested are to provide basic technical training essential 

to the operation . and maintenance of equipment obtai'ned from the US, ·. to sus
tain the pro-US orientation of the Argent i ne armed forces, and to contribute 
to thei.r increased professional ism. · The l evel of FMS credit requested for 
Argentina for FY76 is to .support their program of armed forces modernization, 
particu larly their counterinsurgency capability. ' The projected FY76 security .. 
assistance · requirements forArgentinainc l ude helicopters''and transport air
craft .to impr6ve its airmobile capability as . a means to respond to internal 
security threats. Specialized equipment such as infra-red sensors and 

· improved communications items are projected to improve their counterinsurgency 
capabi1 ity~ fin addition, since the .armed forces have been actively engaged 
in .counterin~ency operations, equipmen t wilLbe purchased to replace 

. attrition _lossiEl . · · .. · · • . .· . . · 

10. Amount of AssistanceRequested by Country 

lC;rge~tina specifically requested' $39 mil li on FMS credits in FY75, $9 million 
more than · they received. · In FY76 they have reque~ted an FMS credit program 
of :a~~-· 50 mill ion arid a Foreig~ Military ~r~ining program of about $1.1 · ... 
mill1o. . · .·. · · . · . . .· 

. . .· . . . . .·. . ... : ·.· ': .· .' 

.. . -· 11. Objections frOm N~ig_hbort. ng Countrie.s· 

. . : . . .... .. ~ ·. · . -~' . 

.. 

'• ' ;-

None. 
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