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FOR AMBASSADOR HILL FROM SECRETARY RUMSFELD 
SUBJECT: WORLDWIDE MAAG REQUIREMENTS 

l 
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REF: BUENOS AIRES ~lSb 

1. ~ YOUR CLEAR STATEMENT OF CURRENT AND CONTINUING 
NEED FOR U.S. MILITARY GROUP IN EMBASSY BUENOS AIRES IS 
HELPFUL AND MOST TIMELY. YOU MAY BE SURE THAT, AS WE 
HAMMER OUT AGREED INTERAGENCY POLICY ON THIS ISSUEr DOD 
WILL TAKE INTO FULL ACCOUNT VIEWS WHICH YOU HAVE EXPRESSED 

· AS CHIEF OF MISSION. 
2. (U) WARM REGARDS. 
Ul 111i 
999 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 

Office of the Secretary of Defense S" US. (;, § $'~ 
Chief, RDD, ESD WHS + 
Date: 01 ScplD/? Authority: EO 13526 
Declassify: X Deny in FuD: __ _ 
Declassify in Part:. __ _ 

Reason: -=-z---~=-;-::=-----
MDR: I) -M- 23'15"' 

JAMES C. THOMAS, COLONEL, USAF 
~. COUNTRY DIRECTOR, OASD/ISA/IA 

'-J 88HFIBEtiiAl 

l 

-· 1 Q ~ 7 



...... 

(· ~ ' 
11- .. ... ~ .: ... :: ~ -'· · .... - ; ... -~!& 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON,O.C. 20301 

In reply refer to: 
1-6875/76 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Worldwide IIAAG Requlr-n~ AC;;~: ~~~=::~~~ 
'<:::ct . .....,. - -~ ~ . 

~ The proposed message at Tab A comments on Ambassador Hill's 
message (Tab B) concerning the continuing need for our U. S. 
Military Group in Argentina. 

(U) Tab C Is State's response to Ambassador Hill's message 
indicating State's (ARA) willingness to reconsider. 

(U) I recommend you sign the message at Tab A. 

Attachments 
a/s 
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FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY SHLAUOERHAN FROM HILL 

., ., ''§'?' CPS 
TAGSI MASS, AR 
SUHJECTI wORLD~WIDE HAAG REQUIREMENTS 

- -- (04 • . & A WQUCcc•a•• M Ill t t 

J) 

:fJ. 

Fi. 
f F-:1 

PO 

I~ 

B 

:rc 
. l'S 

i :w 
REFI (A) BUENOS AIRES 3314, (B) BUENOS AIRES 2913 (-:-t!)i~,- ---1 

. ··-····-··-1, ON 26 HAY 1976, ARA RECOHHENOEO T~AT ARGENTINA NOT_SE--.~~ 
INCLUDED AMONG THOSE COUNTHIES IN wHICH RETENTION OF ;A .. -··­
HILGP 1 S OF TOP PRlORl TV 1 I AM Dl SAPPll IN TEO AT THIS UN•- L'""'· .. 

1 

FORTUNATE Qt;(;;lU,gN A~Q ASK YO!=!R PEI<SONAL ~EV1EW 1 .TO 
PHASE OUT THE MlLGP, 1 ~~LlEVE, ~OULO HAVE A CRUCIAL AND 
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DESTRUCTIVE· EFfECT.}1N OUR..Jl.,.BJECTtVE~, t-IERE,_~-
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21 IN ADDITION TO THE REASONING OUT~INEO lN REFERENCE 
A ANO 8 FOR MAINTAINING A TOP PRIORITY OF THE MJ~GP, I 
WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASIZE THE FOLLOWlNGI 

A1 US MILITARY MISSIONS ARE PRESENT IN ARGENTlNA 
AT THE EXPRfSS REQUEST OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNHENT 1 THIS 
IS A'RESULT OF BILATERAL AGHEEMENTS Of LONG STANDING • 
NAVY, 1935, AIR FORCE ~ 1956, ANO ARMY 1Q61. THESE AGREE• 
KENTS HAVE FOR THE PAST SEVE~AL YEARS SEEN CONSISTENTLY 
IGNORED BY THE US AS REGARDS TO MANNING LEVELS

1 
DUE TO 

BUDGETARY ANO SECURITY CONSTRAINTS THE HILGP HAS 
DECREASED fROM APPROXIMATELY SIXTY (60) PERSONNEL TO THE 
PRESENT FOURTEEN (14) 1 BECAUSE THE ARGENTINE ARMED 
FORCES UNUERSTANOS THESE PROSLEHS THEY HAVE WITHOUT 
COMPLAINT TOL.fHATED THSE ACTlONS, THEY HAVE, 
HO~EVER, EXPRESSED VERY STRONGlY THEIR CONCERN ABOUT 
THE SITUATION, 

B, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES, IN PO~ER SINCE 
MARCH lg76, ARE HEAVILY COMHllTEO TO STRAIGHTENING 
OUT THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC ANO SOCIAL CHAOS LEFT 8Y 
THE PREtEOlNG GOV~RNMENT. RECENT LEFT AND Rl~HT WING 
TERRORIST ACTS ARE PLAINLY DESIGNED TO fORCE THE 

33372 

GOA INTO REPRESSIVE HEASU~ES "HlCH WILL. THEN BE 
EXPL.OJTEO BY THESE ELEMENTS TO Ol$CREO IT THE GOAJECLASSIFIED IN FULL I 
WORLO•W lOE AND WEAKEN ITS POPULAR SUPPORT • Authority: EO 13526 

· Chief, Records & Declass DIY, WHS 
C1 ALL THREE COHMANDERS OF' THE ARGENTINE ARMED Date: SEP 0 1 2017 !•· 
FORCES (NOW MEM8~RS OF THE RUliNG JUNTA) AND THE 
HIHlSTER OF DEFENSE HAVE CONSISTENTLY EXPRESSEO THEIR 
REQUIREMENTS ANO DESIRE FOR lHE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF 
US MILITARY PERSONNEL, ANY COURSE OF ACTION WHICH 
WOULD APPEAR TO SLIGHT THIS GOVERNMENT, WHICH IS STILL 
FEELl~G ITS WAY, WOULO HAVE A STRONG •oVERSE REACTION. 

D, IT WASN'T UNTIL THE PERONIST REGIME HAD BROUGHT 
ARGENTINA TO THE VERY BRINK OF DISASTER THAT GENERAL 
VlDEL.A A~D THE A~MfO FORCES RELUCTANTLY ASSUMED THE 
AESPONS16ILITV Of GOVERNMENT, NOW, HOWEVER, THEY BELIEVE 
THAT THEY MUST CONTifUE TO GOVERN UNTIL THE CHAOS CREATED BY 
THE FORMER REGIME HAS BEEN CLEARED UP. ONLY THEN WOULD A 
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RETURN TO FULL REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT BE POSSISLE. 
A UNILATERAL MOVE 8Y THE US, SO O~VIOUSLY COUNTER TO THE 
PERCEIVED NEEDS Of THE GOA LEADERS, IS BOUND TO HAVE ADVERSE 
EFFECTS ON THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

f, OVER THE PAST TWO. YEARS THE OPERATIONS OF VARIOUS 
PROVISIONS OF THE FAA ANO DECISIONS OF THE SENATE APPROPRlA• 
TlONS COMMITTEE HAVE HAD THE EFFECT Of IRRITATING ANO 
ANTAGONIZING T~E ARGENTINE MILITARY FOR REASONS THAT HAD 
NOTHING TO DO wiTH THEM. ANOTHER SITUATION IN WHICH THEY SEE 
US TREATING OUR ~ILITARY RELATIONS AS UNIMPORTANT OR 
lNSIGNlFICANT COULD BE DEVASTATING. OUR COMMITMENTS TO THE 
ARGENTINE MILITARY INSTITUTIONS NU~ AND LATER WILL BE A 
MAJOR OETER~lNANT OF OUR BLLATE~AL RELATIONS IN THE FUTURE

1 

~. IN VIEW Of THE ABOVE AND PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 

33372 

THIS EH&ASSY, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT LONG~TERM US INTERESTS 
WOULD BEST BE SERVED BV PLACING ARG~NTINA IN THE HIGH PRIORITY 
CATEGORY OF COUNTRIES lN WHICH THE MlLGPS ~ILL CONTINU£ TO 
OPERATE. 1 BELIEVE THE EXECUTIVE BHANCH SHOULD AT LEAST 
RECOMM~ND THIS TO THE CONGRESS, 1 HOPE YOU AGREE, 
HILL 
BT 
••11 SIS 
ANNOTES 
JDG 332 
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-'tOI'sFOR AMB. HILL FROM ASST. SECRETARY SHLAUDEMAN 

. 1:11 "'?' ., 

TAGSI MASS, AR 

SUBJECTI ~UENOS AIRES 4156 

I APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN. I HAVE TAKEN N~ fiNAl 
POSITION QtLTHE QUESTION OF MILGRP•HAAG .RE.lEJtll.O.N.S 
INO wfCL"Gl VE-y(fCIR--\if£~f!-T'Ht .. H(fs·T .. CAREFUL CONSIDERATi2tl. 
SEST REG"i'"lios. ~OBfN:foN"-- -·------· -----
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