
• 

• DIAIAPPR 39-76 
1 MARCH 1976 

9Eei!T 

ARGENTINA: 
POLITICAL CHANGE LIKELY (U) . 

INTELLIGENCE 
APPRAISAL 

Office ofthe Secretary of Defense 
. Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS -+ 5l.J.~ .t. · fS'S 2 
Date: \1 Ap2.'2Lllf> Authority: EO 13526 
Declassify: X Deny in Full: __ _ 
Dedassify in Part: __ _ 
Reason: 
MDR: l-1--·M~·=2~l~5~2-----------

.ttbmino D'gtia 
I Ill I L lily I a 52 td I I Ll I d 

IUA I IOIGAL SECOftl. u IUF8AU az•o•J 
'I *>e;ized OiZ'PPI$ 5 'W * h Gr'm' I 5 Ll a 

rt8Pi~PI 

J1g£5!SttW.t 
@ 

&EeRft DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: 

APR 1 7 2018 

-



Page determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 

KEY TO CLASSIFICATION AND HANDI,ING 
CAVEi\T ABBREVIATIONS USED IN DEFENSE 
IN'l'EL:L.I GENCE AGENCY CURREN'l' IN'I'ELl .I­
GENC8 PuoLICA~IONS. 

TOP Sl':CRET (TSJ ; SECRET (S); COf:IIFIDENTil;J, (C) 

WARNING N\:l'l.' l CE - SENSITIVE !NTELLIGENt."E SOURCES AND ~lETHODS 
INVOI.VED (WNINTEL) • This . :narking will be prominen·tly displayed 
on all ir:.formation and n1aterials relating to sensitive intelli.­
gence sources and methods . Haterials so 1\'.arked v1ill not be C!is­
se:ninated in a71y manner outside authorized channels without the 
permission of the origi nating depar·t-.ment and an assessment by the 
senior intelligence officer in t.lle disseminating department as to 
the poten·tial :cisk to the national security and to the intelligence 
sources and methods involved. 

DISSEM:UiATlON A.lqD EXTRACTION m• I NFORM:..TION CONTROLLED BY 
ORIGINATClR (ORCvN) • This marking shall he used when uniqu~) source 
sensitivity factors, ~J1own to the originator, requi~e strict com­
pliance ;.;ith ·thir<i agency rule procedures, in addition to a contin­
uinq lr.nowledge and superv ision on the part of t!le origina.tor as to 
the extent t.o wh i ch :-.. he original document and information contained 
therein is disseminated. Documents and informat.iort bearing t.his 
marking will not be disseminated beyond the Headquarters clements 
o f the recipient organizations and the infonna·tion contained there­
in shall not be extracte d and incorporated into other repcn:ts '~ith­
out the permission o f and u.'lde:r condit ions prescribed by the 
originator. 

USIB DEPARTMENTS ONLY (USIBONLY) • Foreign intelliqence so 
marked will not be disse.1ninate.d to departments a.r.d z:gencies not 
represented on the u.s . Intelligence Board l·lithout the ?ermission 
of t.he originating age ncr. The Department of Defense is a US .lB 
member; therefore, iter.1s ~~ith this marking can be disseminated to 
all DoD components. 

NOT REJ"EASABLE '1'0 COl'ITRACTORS OR CONTPu'\C'l'OR/ CONSUJ.TANTS 
(NOCONTRACT) • Foreign intelligence so marked shall not be dis­
seminated to contractors o:r contractor consultants without the 
penn:Lssion o f: the originating agency. This restriction shall 
not apply to thos<~ consultants hirec under Civil Service Conunis­
sion pr.ocedu:•es, or comparable procedures derived from authori­
ties 1•os ted ::.n heads of departments and agencies b y la1-1, and 1-1ho 
are normally considered an e:xtension of t.he office by which the.Y 
are employed. 

CAUTION - PROPRI ETARY !NFORi>iATION INVOLVED (PROP!N). This 
marking will be used in conjunction 1~ith foreign intelligence 
obtained f:rom va:rious sources in the U.S. ori vate b11siness sec­
tor as the infor mation 1nay bear upon propietary int.erests of the 
SO'.lrce oJ.· may othen·7ise be used to the sc·urce 's detriment. Re­
cipien t s o f r eports b e .uing this marking shall t ak e every r eason­
able precaution to e nsure that the inf ormation is r.ot used to the 
de triment of the source . (This control marking cannot be used 
alone. When it .is used, the control marking "NOCONTR'\CT" must 
also be used . ) 

NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS (NOFORN) . Foreign 
intelligence so marked involves special considerations requir­
ing tJHOHl't!Ql~~released in any form ·to .foreign governments, 
fq~3~~o~f12L~?~on-u.s. citizens without the permission 
or-ih-e-orig~nating agency. 

o .e;~e A:r·o~~~ ~As BEEN ~UTHORIZED F?R RELEASE TO 
(SpJf::F:f~ea lfo~ntne~'f (REI, SpecJ.bed Count:::J.esl • This marking 
may be used when the originating age11cy pred.eterrnines that in­
formation can be release d to specified foreign governments. 

• 

.. 



SECRE'l' 

ARGENTINA: POLITICAL CHANGE LIKELY (U) 

ARGENTINA 

DIAIAPPR 39-76 
1 MARCH 1976 

., sl3ett~, 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Dec lass DiV; WHS 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 

Distribution A 



~I!:CRE'I' • 
DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div. WHS 
Date: APR 1 7 2018' 

ARGENTINA: POLITICAL CHANGE LIKELY (U) 

Summary 

(:8 ;' ;'i8 F8JW;'WNi Jt'PE L I AILg e.n:U.na. 1 .6 mLf..i...ta.tLy hi...g h 
command ha-6 mo.&t £lke.ly de.c~de.d to ca.ILILY out a coup 
aga~nht the. tll.ouble.d ll.e.g~me on P!Le.6~dent MalLia E~tela 
Pell.on (80% con6idence) benoll.e 5 Ma!Lch (10% connide.nce.). 
The. h~tuat~on i...h gll.a.ve. and the.ILe. aiLe only a fie.w apt~an.& 
le.n.t open .to .the embattled Plte..6i...de.n.t. MM. Pelton could 
e.i....the.IL 1Le.6i...gn, i...n e.66ec.t tutLni...ng powelL ove.IL .to helL con-
.6 titu.ti...o nat .& ucce..& .6 oIL, S e. nate. P ll.e.6 ~dent I .tala Lude.Jz., oIL 
the. militall.y (10% con 0idence), OIL Congll.e.6~ could de.cla!Le. 
MIL.6. Pe.!Lon ~nca.pable. o-6 continMng ~n a66ic.e., 6oll.ung 
helL 61Lom the. po.t>ition can.6tituti...ona.lly (20% con6i...de.nce.). 
He.ILe.tonoiLe., the. P!Le.hi...de.nt ha.-6 ll.e.nuhe.d to 1Le.6i...gn, and a 
move .to i...mpe.ac.h helL hah !Ja.i...le.d. MIL.&. Pe.!Lan could a.lha 
agll.e.e to make. pol~tical and economic change..6 in a la.6t­
dltch move. to buy moll.e. t~me. (90% con6~de.nce.), po.&.6ibly 
putti...ng a66 a mi...li...tall.y move. (10% con6i...de.nce.). 

(:8;'N8F8R;'t) Cu.Jtlte.n:t. mLti....ta.Jty pla.n.& !Javolt .the i...n-
.tda.lla..ti...on on AILmiJ Comma.nde.Jt Ge.n . Vi...de.la. a..6 he.a.d a 6 
gove.ll.nment 0 ollow~ng a takeove.IL (90% c.on6idence). A 
mi...llta.ll.y govell.nme.nt po.6.6i...bly mode.le.d a6teiL that o6 
BILa.z.Lt. 1....6 e.nv.i...&ione.d, with Vi...de.la. ai...de.d by a. p!te.dam­
inantly mi...li....ta.ILIJ Cabi...ne..t. A junta.-.&tyle. all.ll.a.nge.me.nt 
o!J .thtLe.e. OIL molte. .&e.ni...aJt on!Ji...ce.M wi....th Ge.n Vi...de.la. a..6 
chi...e.6 1....6 a.lha pa.6.6i...ble. (40% conni...de.nce.). A th~ILd, 
!e..6.6 likely po.6hi...b~lity would be. a ci...vilian 0iguJte­
he.ad p!Le.6.i..dent acting at the. be.he.L>t o6 the. mi...l.i..tall.y 
( 30% con6i...de.nc.e.). A c.an.&t.i..tu.ti...ana.l .6ucce..6.6.ian -- the. 
i...n.&ta.tta.ti...on on Senate P!te.6i...dent Ita.la LudelL a..& Chi...en 
Executive. -- hee.m-6 le.a..&t likely 120% can6i...de.nce.). All 
alte.ILnati...ve.-6 ind~cate. that the. mil~tall.y would play a 
dominant !tole., .&U.6pe.nding c.on.&titutiana.l guatLa.nte.e.-6 
a.nd ILoundJ..ng up le.fiti.&t.& and Pe.ll.oni....6t oppo.&ition e.le­
me.nth . { 9 5% con 6ide.nc.e.) • The. co untJr.y 1 .6 de. va..& ta.te.d e.c.o n­
omy, with a. daily in6la.ti...on Jta.te. o6 app!Laximate.ly 
one. pe.Jr.ce.nt, wi...ll ha.ve. to be. Jte..&toJr.e.d a..& we..ll, th!Lou.gh 
.&:tll.i...ct a.U.6te.Jti...ty me.MuJte..&, po.&.&ible. i...mpoll.t cull.ta~lme.nt, 
a.nd ~mme.dia.te. inte.Jr.na.tJ..ona.t ni...nancia.t cJr.e.dit-6. 
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('l9;':'H?FOA!r J I.t .Lb ve.Jt.y unlikely .that any .o uc.c.e.o­
.Oolt. Jt.e.gime. will c.hange. .the c.oun.t~t.y'.o p!t.o-US .o.tanc.e. 
(95% c.on6ide.nc.e.}. In any e.ve.n.t, Wa.ohing.ton would 
almo.o.t ce.Jt..ta.inly be. looked .to 6o~t. economic and po.o­
.oibly o.the~t. a.o.oi.o.tanc.e. 

Background 

~/UeFeftU) Open speculation about an imminent 
military coup has been circulating for months. There 
have been rumors and reports of a planned military move 
almost from the day Vice-President Peron became Presi­
dent after the death of her husband in July 1974. The 
aggressive, sometimes defiant attitude of Mrs. Peron, 
her firm determination to remain in office, the mili­
tary's desire for a constitutional solution rather than 
a military takeover, and the absence of a viable poli­
t i cal alternative have been the dominant deterrents to 
a military move. 

( i;'U8P8illi) The military's attitude toward their 
assumption of power has been the most deci sive factor 
in the length of Mrs. Peron's tenure in office. Having 
ruled from 1966 to 1973 following a coup, the armed 
forces have been extremely reluctant to resume the reins 
of government, fearing they would again be blamed for 
the nation's problems. The military , long opposed to 
the labor-oriented populist ideology of Juan Peron, and 
particularly to the man himself, nonetheless allowed him 
to resume power in 1973. The majority of military of­
ficers by that time had become convinced of the need for 
Peronists to return to power in order to prevent chaos 
in the country. Some military leaders also hoped that 
Peronism would be unable to solve pressing national 
problems, and would be totally discredited by the pop­
ulace, and thus would no longer constitute a viable 
political force. This rationale has been the primary 
reason for their reluctance to move against the gov­
ernment of Mrs. Peron. 

'-'il;'U6F8Rtl~ Some elements in the military have 
consistently been dissatisfied with Mrs. Peron and 
have urged extra-legal action against her. However, 
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until last week, the armed forces leadership was in­
clined to let the domestic political and economic sit­
uation "totally disintegrate" before making a move. 
Peronism and Mrs. Peron would thus receive the full 
blame for the nation's maladies , while at the same 
time casting the military in a favorable public light. 
In the meantime, . demarches were made to the President 
requesting changes in the government's political and 
economic policies -- which at the. time might have pre­
vented a military decision to move -- but to no avail. 

~)NOEORN) In recent weeks, labor - - the tra­
ditional bastion of Peronism -- politicians, and 
significantly the central organ of Mrs. Peron's own 
party, had joined in the call for policy changes. 
Labor leader Lorenzo Miguel repor:tedly has now con­
vinced the President of the need for an immediate 
turn-around in the economy, including a wage boost 
followed by a 90-day wage-price freeze. If success­
ful, the curbing of inflation would go a long way 
toward placating the rank and file as well as Pero­
nist Congressmen. 

(8;'U8P8Nl) Lack of direction by the Congress 
has contributed another element of instability. Fac­
tionalism within that body among the pro-labor ele­
meni:, the Peronist Party, and the major opposition . 
party, Radical Civic Union, and a scattering of .minor 
parties have hampered the Peron Government in its ef­
fort to develop political and economic solutions to 
the nation's problems. Factional ism has also pre­
vented the formation of a unified opposition. · Never­
theless, there .is still a slim chance that Congress 
will be able to obtain enough unity to act constitu­
tionally against Mrs. Peron, either through impeach­
ment or by declaring her unable, for health or other 
reasons, to continue in office (10% confidence)~ 
Luder ha.s called a joint session of Congress for the 
week of 1 March to study the crisis ·and recommend 
solutions. Luder noted that no action would occur 
until 8 March, however. The Argentine Congress is 
characteristic of other Latin American legislatures 
in that it does not have the power base to confront 
the military in a dispute over presidential tenure 
or succession. 
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Significant Determinants (S (NOFOm\MZI?lilii~ 

- On 18 February, the navy w<d air force commanders­
in-chief convinced still-reluctant Army Conunander Videla 
that the situation had deterio·rated sufficiently and that 
pressures within their own institutions would force a 
move regardless of the army's position (80% confidence}. 
Subsequently, it was agreed that a military coup before 
5 March was necessary. Planning for the coup is appar­
ently in an advanced state of readiness, and individual 
units have their orders. 

- Armed Forces Chief of Staff Maj Gen Viola has 
been concentrating almost exclusively on political mat­
ters including direct supervision of coup planning (75% 
confidence) . This has included examination of specific 
policies and prospective ministers in the successor gov­
ernment, and liaison with widely varying groups repre­
senting political, economic, and l abor interests. 

- Numerous reliable reports indicate a coup is 
likely before 5 March (70% confidence) . 

- On 26 February, the Argentine Army urgently sent 
a military officer to Washington to confer with their 
attache. The officer was to provide guidelines to the 
attache for courses of action to be taken regarding 
relations with the US Government and the news media 
if a coup occurs (90% confidence). 

- The Argentine Army G-2 personally and unprece­
dentedly called the US Defense Attache to ask his urgent 
help in securing a visa for the officer, who was to re­
turn within 72 hours. 

- The civilian national airline may have been in­
cluded in the final coup plans in order to have air­
craft on a "standby" basis to transport Peronist 
leaders into exile (50% confidence). 

- Minister of Defense Guardo resigned and departed 
the country last week, possibly to be spared having to 
choose between the government -- t he source of his au­
thority -- and the military commanders. 
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- On 25 February, congresssional deputies failed 
to rally enough support to call a special congressional 
session to impeach the President for misconduct .while 
in office, a move that would have provided a constitu­
tional solution. 

- On 27 February Mrs. Peron departed for a four­
day holiday. There is a good chance that this action 
reflects her declining ability to deal with the present 
crisis (80% confidence). 

Significant Uncertainties t-8/!UOI UMGT 

- The ability of Congress to rally enough support 
to declare Mrs. Peron "unable" to continue in office. 

- The outside chance that the military has orches­
trated this latest round of coup plotting as an attempt 
to force President Peron to implement a radical rever­
sal in economic policy immediately. 

- The success of a last-ditch effort by organized 
labor to achieve economic policy changes, including a 
wage boost and a wage-price freeze for 90 days. This 
would placate both labor and the dissident Peronists 
and could calm the military fervor for intervention, 
but positive results would be required almost at once. 

- The ability of Mrs. Peron to make governmental 
policy changes and to implement t hem effectively if 
she sees such actions as her only chance for survival. 

- The likelihood of the military -- primed and 
ready to move -- accepting a presidential promise to 
change policies, thereby allowing Mrs. Peron to remain 
in office. 

- The possibility that Mrs. Peron's "vacation" will 
develop into a failure to return to office . 

Co l lection Capabilities 

1 Mar 76 DIA Intelligence Appraisal Page 5 

.. SEORE'F 



-. ... 

. 
(,) . 
(f) 

a 

Crisis Point of Contact (U) 

- The Assistant Director for Intelligence/National 
Military Intelligence Center (ADI/N) is the focal point 
for queries regarding urgently needed information. 

- The ADI/N can be reached 24-hours a day at 
ox 5-0175. (4f@B8 8 ieelassify upon notifiY•••••a ei 
szi;;natm•) 

PREPARED BY: 

1 Mar 76 

DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
Authority: EO 13528 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: APR 1 7 2018 

DIA Intelligence Appraisal Page 6 

• 


