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Argentina 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS 
Date: SEP 0 1 2017 

cf> 1 . Strategic Importance 

Argen.tina is the second largest country in South America in both area and 
population and geographically dominates the eastern approaches to the ocean 
routes between the South Atlantic and Pacific Oceans that transit the Drake 
Passage, Beagle Channel and the Strait of Magellan. This southern tip; due 
to its proximity to the Antarctic, is an area of continuing interest to the world's 
major powers . Argentina has an active interest in Antarctica and will play a 
major role in any future developments there. Argentina is not only of strategic 
importance to the United States because of its size and geographic location, but 
also because of its increasing influence in Latin America and its relatively 
advanced scientific and cultural development . With the possibility of a 
deterioration in relations between Chile and Peru , Argentina's influence 
could be hnportant. An Argentine Government favorably disposed towards 
the US is an asset in gaining hemispheric support for US policies and 
positions, as well as a factor in broader international considerations. 

r/> Z. US Security Assistance Objecti~ 

a. Support Army force modernization to improve Argentina 1 s external/ 
internal capabilities. 

b. Support Navy force modernization which will enhance the Argentine 
Navy's ASW and convoy-protection capabilities in the South Atlantic to include 
the Strait of Magellan. 

c . Support Air Force aircraft standardization and moderni7;ation. 

d. Support the establishment of a strong MOD and JCS staff with sup
porting joint operational centers and command and control and communications 
network. 

e. Be responsive to specialized training for modern management techni
ques related to the introduction of. new equipment and to improve in-country 
capabilities . 

f . Enhance the position of the United States as the predominant foreign 
military influence and foster pro-US military orientation. 
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g. Support improvements to Argentine military coastal airfields which 
make those airfields and related POL storage/ aprons useable by modern US 
patrol aircraft on prolonged operations duri~g a possible conflict. 

h . Support ongoing efforts towards increased cooperation between the 
armed forces of the United States and Argentina in the field of research and 
development, as established by the bilateral agreement of 1970 and amplified 
by exchanges between the US Secretary of Defense and Argentine Minister 
of Defense. 

t\l 3. Threat 

Urban terrorism, including bombings, murders, kidnappings and raids 
on military installations, continues to be a serious threat to Argentine institu
tions. Terrorism has spread to predominately rural areas as the terrorists 
seek safe havens and staging areas. Terrorist acts have occurred in virtually 
all parts of the country. Although anti-terrorist activities have scored some 
successes, terrorism has not been eliminated in Argentina, and several groups, 
notably the Montoneros, retain considerable capabilities. Argentina still 
remains a base for extremists of other countries, particularly Chile, Uruguay 
and Bolivia, and there is some evidence of coor dination among these groups 
and with the ERP in Argentina. ' 

~ 4. Program Description 

The proposed security assistance program provides for International 
Military Education and T raining and foreign military sales at a level to be 
responsive to priority modernization requirements of the Argentine Armed 
Forces at no detriment to the Argentine economy. All services will continue 
to upgrade and modernize aviation inventories. Support equipment is required 
for aircraft now on hand and projected. The program will support the 

. Argentine Navy 1s exports to modernize ASW and ocean patrol capabilities. 
Within the Army, emphasis will be on improvin g the currently limited air 
mobile capability and improvement and modern ization of tank/anti-tank, 
artillery, engineer and command and control capabilities. The Navy1 s pro
gram consists of replacement of its aircraft carrier, acquisition of GEARING 
class destroyers, upgrading of patrol/carrier- based/training aircraft and 
amphibious/riverine craft, and modernization of Marine Corps equipment 
includin g mobile command and control centers and ground electronics detection 
equipment. The Air Force is concentrating on expansion of its C-130 fleet, 
moderni zation of fighter aircraft, aimed at repiacement of F-86s with A-4s 
and eventual acquisition of F-Ss as the standar d Argentine Air Force fighter. 
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Paraguay 

<\) 1. Strategic Importance 

The US has no military strategic interest in Paraguay. Paraguay's limited 
importance to regional stability stems from its location as a buffer state between 
rivals Argentina and Brazil. The US values the continued support of Paraguay 
on most international issues. 

<\ 2. US Security Assistance Ojbectives 

a. Assist in improving Paraguayan engineer capabilities in order to 
improve and maintain transportation networks for force mobility and civic 
action pr ojects. 

b. Assist the Paraguayan Navy to improve its patrol, logistic troop 
lift, civic action, and rescue capabilities. 

c. Assist the Paraguayan Air Force to improve maintenance capabili
ties to meet increasing transportation and support requirements, to improve 
and modernize air-ground communications and navigational aids, and to 

upgrade in-country pilot training, emergency airlift, and rescue capabilities. 

d. Improve the armed forces' professionalism through the grant train
ing program. 

e. Assist in upgrade of select military units required to contain threats 
to internal se<..:urity . 

~) 3. Threat 

Ther e is only a minimal internal security threat within Paraguay, since 
the subversive elements that do exist in-country are weak and fragmented. 
However , there is increasing concern about the sizeable and hostile exile 
groups in Argentina, now reportedly in league with Argentine terrorist 
groups. In view of the long and open borders, they constitute a potential 
threat to the regime. The primary threat to internal stability stems from the 
possibility of sudden incapacitation or death of President Stroessner. In 
1973, President Stroessner was reelected to a 5-year term of office ending 
in 1978 . The present Constitution forbids his reelection after this term. 
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