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GUERRILLAS ATTACK MILITARY TARGETS. Date: APR 1 6 2018 

"";'UI!li'Q1iiU) The Montoneros, a dissident leftist 
Peronist terrorist organization, claims responsibility 
for the 5 October three-stage assault operation against 
the military, in which some 26 extremists and security 
officials were killed. 

e+e;'!,8i'8iUia): The attack was the Montoneros' first 
major operation against the armed forces. They simul
taneously hijacked a domestic airliner and ordered it 
to Formosa, some 600 miles north of Buenos Aires. 
Terrorists had seized the airport there and initiated 
an assault against a nearby army base in an apparent 
attempt to release some imprisoned comrades. 

-'"i/UO£ Old#) · The well-coordinated effort failed 
when the attackers encountered heavy resistance at 
the Formosa base, and they subsequently fled into 
the surrounding woods. Border guards retook the 
airport but not until some 18 terrorists had managed 
to escape in the skyjacked aircraft, which later 
landed south of Formosa. The guerrillas fled from 
there in waiting cars. 

(!;'lil'iEPJ?N;'lRft!''Mtll) This incident was only one 
of several last week, including clashes at several 
locations. On October 1st, the army reported that 
five guerrillas were killed on ·30 September and large 
quantities of arms and ammunition captured during 
its Tucuman Provinc.e counterinsurgency campaign. 
In the capital on 3 October, a military intelli
gence unit's headquarters was attacked and nearby 
buildings damaged by bombs. Guard posts of an in
fantry regiment barracks in Buenos Aires were fired 
upon by terrorists on the 4th, while another group 
attacked a police station. 
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'S "ZOFOPU;'Htlilli'ills) The army will reportedly 
increase its counterinsurgency operations in Tucu
man Province by sending two task forces there until 
the terrorist threat is eliminated. In addition, 
top students in the army's Superior War School will 
be sent to the province shortly to participate in. 
the antiguerrilla campaign; the rem~inder will 
probably go in November. In any event , the army 
considers the insurgent problem serious and will 
press ahead with plans to eliminate ito 

48/UOPeM•)ta• This Montonero at tack is the larg
est against the armed forces to date, but it proba
bly does not reflect a basic change in the terrorists' 
tactics. If, however, the Formosa event is followed 
by other major assaults, it coul d indicate intensi
fied antimilitary activities. The Montoneros' pro
fessed objective is to provoke the armed forces to 
seize power, which the terrorists believe would 
gain them popular support for further actions. The 
military, however, are aw~re of this ploy and are not 
likely to be provoked into irresponsible acts. None
theless, the incidents will probably speed up activi
ties of the recently created Internal Security Council, 
which is designed to coordinate countersubversion ef
fo r ts by the government and security forces. (iWi il 
peg i.i) 
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