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1. W'J The us . Ambassador to Argentina recently informed the 
Argentine Minister of Defense that the United States would 
reduce its military group's as,signed strength from 20 to ·13 
to reduce us personnel exposure to terrorist activity. 'l'his 
reduction follows a previous drawdown from 29 to 20, whiCh 
occurred in July 1974 for the ·....a security reasons, and would 
be effected shortly after the COMUSMILGP was/ dOWDCJraded frca 
a ·.general ·officer to a colonel in order to comply vi th Public:: 
LaW 94-11. . 

2. ~ The Argentine Air Porce CCIIIIQander · 'and the Argentine 
Navy Deputy Caamande.r for Poli<?' and Strategy have .taken aeriou. 
exception to theae reductions. ,. ('l'he newly appointed Argentine . 
Army Ccmaander' a poa it ion ia unkricwn. ) 'Dle Argentine Air 
Force Commanding General has stated that he will he compelled 
to ask for total withdrawal of the us Air Porce MUaion if 
the current reduction is implemented. 'l'he currently authori•ed 
MILGP strength of 27 is baaed upon mission requireaaenta, which 
have not changed. The •temporary• reduction to 20 personnel 
reduced mission· caPability significantly, particularly in the 
opinion of the Argentine militaey. 'ro. reduce MILGP strength 
to less than so percent of authorized strength deqradea mission 
effectiveness to an unsatisfactory level. Purthermore, at a 
time when the Arqentine Dd:li tary is growing more auspicious 
of Brazil's aspirations for cp"eater iaili tary ~XJWer, both con­
ventional and nuclear, the contrast between the us military 
mamiing level in Bra•il (40--with three qeneral of'ficera) and 
the reduction to 13 in Argentina may cause tbe Argentine• to 
draw erroneous conclwiionl about overall us policy toward the 
two countries • . · · · 
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J: ~ Duty in high-risk area~ is a necessary and accepted 
condition of military service. While the seriousness of the 
security situation is appreciated, reducing military personnel 
from 20 to 13 will not markedly reduce the terrorist threat. 
It is useful to compare US actions in Guatemala following the 
murder of the ~LGP commander and in Iran following the recent 
murder of two US personnel to US actions in Argentina. In both 
Guatemala and Iran, US MAAG personnel carried out their missions 
in the wake of actual political assassination of MAAG personnel. 
There .were no personnel reductions as a result of those incidents. 
It should also be noted that reductions in us Embassy personnel 
in Argentina have not been of the same order of maqni tude as 
those proposed for the MILGP, nor has the Ambassador found it 
necessary to curtail the assiqnment of dependents of remaining 
US military and civilian personnel. 

4. 1iJ .The Joint Chiefs of Staff are concerned that the US McrLGP 
reductions will be perceived as a weakening of us resolve in 
the face of a threat. lt could also erode good Service-to­
Service relationships that have been valuable to the United 
States and that may be even more useful should the Argentine 
Arllled .Porcea once again become more actively ·involved in govern­
ing the nation. Under these circumstances, the ·Joint Chiefs of 
Staff believe that it would be a ·serious mistake to carry out 
further reductions and that the us MILGP should be returned 
to ita currently authorized military strength of 27. 

5. (U) The Joint Chiefs of Staff request your support to preclude 
further erc;>aion in ~s military presence in Argentina and to gain 
authorizat1on for an early return to the authorized strength. 

6. (U) The Joint Chief.s of Staff recommend that a memorandum, 
sUbstantially like that contained in the Appendix, be forwarded 
to the Secretary of State. 
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Subject: US Military Groap-Ar9antina (U) 4 

1. !!It Aa you know, OS preaance in Arvent::l.na vaa aubat&Dtially 5 

reduced laat year in an atteapt to reduce t:be threat by <i 

terroriat · ~oapa to the aewdty of US officiala. Aa a part 7 

of tbia effort, the number of military puiiODDel a .. iqried to ll 

the US MILGP vaa t8111p0radly reduced frca 29 to 20 in July 1974. ·• 

M4itiOD&lly, in April 1975, COMDSMILCJP, Argentina, vaa doWnflraded 10 

from a general officer to a ooloMl in order to ccmply vith 11 

Public Law 94-11. aeceotly, at the urqiaq of the us ~aador, 12 
i 

a further reduction of US MILGP penODIMil, from 20 to 13, vaa 13 
I 

directed. However, I have reevaluated the a.ltuation in liqht 14 

of current . develope-uta and firmly believe that reduction of 1 '.• 

the us MILGP .to l3 will be counterproductive to OS interuta 16 

in Argentina and will daaqe our ongoing efforta to reuw 17 

confidenoe in US reeolve around the world. In addition, 

the currently . authorised MILGP atrenvth of 27 ia baaed upoD !.! 
lliaaion reQUir ... ata, which have not chanCJed. !'be •temporary• 7.0 

reduction to 20 peraonnel reduoecl miaaion capability aivnlfioantl:» ?_! 

particularly in the opinion of the ArCJeDtine aiU.tuy. 'ro . !~ 

reduce MILGP atrength to leaa than 50 perceDt of au~rised ;! J 

atrenvth UDIIU8•tionably d~adea lliaa.t.on effectiveneaa to an ~ 

unaatiafactory level. P\lrt:hermre, at a tJ.e ¥MD tbe 25 

Ar9entine lli.U.tary il ~owinc;r .ore auapicioua of Brasil• • 26 

aapirat.iona for ~eater ailitary power, both OODftDtioD&l and ~7 

nuclear, the oontraat between tba US lli.U.tary .umin9 level in 7.8 

Brasil (40:--inclwUng three general officers) and the reduction to~ 

l3 (with no general offioer) in AqeDtiDa may cauM the 30 

AtgeDtinu to ckaw errODeOUa concluaiona about overall US 31 

policy toward the two COWltriea. 
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2. ,_, '!be Ar9eDtine IUniater of ·oef-.e baa d__.trated l 

accept.&Dce &114 UDduatull.I.Dv of tbe additional ~eduaUoll in 08 l 
milituy preMDGe in ktmtiD&. Bowenr, tbia attitude ill DOt ! 

General of tbe A&'9entiae ~ l'oa:ce, Geaual raatad.o, wbo b&4 

previoua1y IIUbaltt.cl a fOZNl reQ\Mit . for the r .. toratiae of tbe 

vacant poaitiona, baa atated that tbia lateat reduation would 

compel hia to r~eat the withdrawal of the US Air Porce Mission. 

! 

! 
! 
7 

! 
General reutario ci tea tbe bilateral ailaion aqrHII&nt bet~n the 9 

United Statal &114 Ar9•U.... wb1cb tbia wdlatual red\IOtiOil 

clearly violatea. A&'ticlea 5 &114 7 of 1;be US-Aq•tina JU.aaioa 

AgrHMDt recaain tbat UOJ variatioD in puaaDDel. ·.ueD!Jtb in 
the Killaion -t be ••tually a9reecS upon bebreeD tbe Deparf*eat 

of Air l'orce &114 tbe ll!niltry of Aeronaatica. • (It should be 

r••J!Ibered that General l'autario led the effort to ntain the 

us IULGP laat ;v.ar wben tbe foi:IIU' Arlly c~ bad called 

for ita expullioD.) Me would alilo anticipate aeptive 

reactiaaa to farther red\lctiou by the cwwe""er• of tbe 

Ar9entine Arlly and Navy. 

3. ~ 'l'berefoa:e, I .at ooncl~ tbat the vithli&-awal of !Ieven 

ad41ti0Dal us .Uitary llellbera frcm Argentina at tbia tiM 

10 

ll. 
g 
13 

l4 

15 

!! 
!! 
18 

!! 
~ 

21 

would not serve the beat J.ntar .. ta of tbe United Statal. It 11 22 

in violatioo of oar aiuica &9rH1181lU with k98Dtina and 23 

clearly pl.cu the continued preaence of tbe US IIJLGP :Ln ll 

jeopardy at a tiM wbeD A&'9antiaa'a iDt:unal hCadty aitaation ll 
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~~t us interoata warr~nt a continued us ailitary preaenco. 

Furthermore, I believe we should conaider filling the l 

cU%rently authoriaed 27 ~·· in the near future. I would J 

appreciate your a .. istance in reveraiDg the reduction action 4 

now in progreaa and effecting a return to authorised manninv 5 

levels. li 
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