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PRESIDENT HOSPITALIZED. Date~ JAN 1 9 2018 

a( G;'liSI SJ€16) Mrs. Peron's sudrl.en hospitalization 
on 3 November, reportedly becaus e of an acute gall 
bl adder problem , could return he r constitutional 
suc c essor, Senat or Luder, to the presidency. 

(C) fQUI OIC:I)a The President's illness, which has 
also been reported as a nervous a ttack, comes only 
thre e weeks after returning from a month's sick leave. 
The Argentine leader is facing i mpeachment threats 
by o pposition members of congres s over her allegE-~d 
di ve rsion of public welfare funds to a private bank 
acco unt. Some of her close advi s ers, including the 
exiled former Social Welfar e Min i ster Lopez Rega, 
are also suspec t ed of corrurtion . One of her close 
as s o ciates was forced to resign on 31 October because 
of s uch charges . 

(e/NbfbfM) Mrs. Peron's naming last week of 
Ani b al Demarco, a follower of Lopez Rega, as Social 
Wel f are Minister aroused fears t hat the resirl.ual in­
fl ue nce of the former official i s still strong. In 
mak i ng the appointment, the Pres i clent chose to iqnore 
overwhelming sentiment against p l acing him in the post. 
Opponents to Demarco's selection included the Ca!>inet's 
top figure, Interior Minister Rob ledo, who had promisect 
the military prior to Mrs. Peron ' s resumption of the 
pres idency on 16 October that he would keep her in 
line . The appo i ntment will undoubterl.l y harde n opposi­
tio n in and out of the governmen t and will l e ssen 
Robledo's credibility with the mi litary. 

'U;'tWEAPN) Although press reports descr ihe ~·1rs. 

Pe ron's condition as being not s e rious, one medi c Rl 
source says that surgery ~ay be r equired, which would 
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inc a pacitate her for about a mon i:h. In all likelihood, 
whether or not her deteriorating condition is from a 
malfunctioning gall bladder or n e rves, the President's 
oppDsi tion -- including the mili ·::.ary -- will use this 
lat r~st setback in her health as <t means to press her 
into an indefinite leave of absen ce or resignation. 
Des p ite increasing talk of a mil i tary coup, the armed 
for c es would probably be content for now with Luder's 
reb1rn. tjJQSS 51 DCC Of) 
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