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PRESIDENT HOSPITALIZED. flate- JAN 19 Zom

whasapememe® Mrs, Peron's sudden hospitalization
on 3 November, reportedly because of an acute gall
bladder problem, could return her constitutional
successor, Senator Luder, to the presidency.

tEpmerorEse The President's illness, which has
also been reported as a nervous attack, comes only
three weeks after returning from a month's sick leave.
The Argentine leader 1is facing impeachment threats
by opposition members of congress over her alleged
diversion of public welfare funds to a private bank
account. Some of her close advisers, including the
exiled former Social Welfare Minister Lopez Rega,
are also suspected of corruption. One of her close

assoclates was forced to resign on 31 October because
of such charges.

(EPNOTO™ Mrs. Peron's naming last week of
Anibal Demarco, a follower of Lopez Rega, as Social
Wel fare Minister aroused fears that the residual in-
fluence of the former official is still strong. In
making the appointment, the President chose to ignore
overwhelming sentiment against placing him in the post.
Opponents to Demarco's selection included the Cabhinet's
top figure, Interior Minister Robledo, who had promised
the military prior to Mrs. Peron's resumption of the
presidency on 16 October that he would keep her in
line. The appointment will undoubtedly harden opposi-
ticn in and out of the government and will lessen
Robledo's credibility with the military.

Seimnaliae Although press reports describe Mrs.
Peron's condition as being not serious, one medical

source says that surgery may be required, which would
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incapacitate her for about a mon:h. 1In all likelihood,
wheither or not her deteriorating condition is from a
malfunctioning gall bladder or ncrves, the President's
opposition -- including the mili‘ary -- will use this
latest setback in her health as 1 means to press her
into an indefinite leave of absence or resignation.
Despite increasing talk of a military coup, the armed
forces would probably be content for now with Luder's

return. CONEIIEENyEE-HRN
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