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ARGENTINA 

CONTINUING AIR FORCE REVOLT SPURS MILITARY 
ACTION. 

(U) Various press reports indicate that Moron 
Air Base, the location of the rebel air force com­
mand, has been attacked by aircraft under orders of 
Air Force Commander General Agosti. 

~ In a 20 Dec meeting Gen Agosti gave rebel 
leader General Cappellina, an ultimatum calling for 
the rebels to surrender by 1400 EST or be the object 
of a military operation. When the deadline passed 
without any rebel action, aircraft strafed and bombed 
the main runway at Moron. No casualties have been 

7 reported in the air strike which was probably a 
N show of force aimed at breaking the will of the muti-
~ neers and ending the three-day old uprising. 

. 
\.} . 

I1;'LIIIIf71) Both the rebels and pro-government 
military forces have stressed the need to avoid blood­
shed, but rebel Gen Cappellini issued a communique 
saying, "If we are attacked ... we will not respond 
against our comrades with gunfire, but will •.• attack 
the Casa Rosada (Presidential Palace) ..•. " There­
bellious forces are believed to have little chance 
of carrying out a significant attack on the Presi­
dential Palace, but the Palace is reportedly being 
evacuated and the surrounding area cleared. 

ji;'LIG£ lfH) Meanwhile, a Buenos Aires radio 
broadcast reported that President Peron suffered 
an illness in her office. It is likely that the 
pressures of the past few days have taken their 
toll on the frail president and her illness could 
pave the way for Senate leader Italo Luder to once 
again assume the Presidency while she recuperates. 
Although the rebellious air force officers have 
called for the replacement of Mrs. Peron by Army o 

Commander General Videla, they may be willing to 
accept Luder after reflecting on General Agosti's 
show of force. IS 3 52 see 521 
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