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CRISIS. Date: JAN 1 7 2018 

..,;'UP!) Tension has increased markedly with­
in the army over the 11 August appointment of Col 
Damasco ·as Interior Minister. 

~lil 'Ui'i 'ii 'T:'Allilllil1li) Top military commanders ; I ; 
are demanding Damasco's retiremen t from the army 
or resignation from the Cabinet . The generals 
have also asked his principal backer, Army Comman­
der Gen Laplane, to step down. These disgruntled 
leaders resent the role that La)Iane and Damasco 
playe in se ec t ing Pres1dent Pe r on s new Ca 1net 
~out consulting them. They further maintain 
tnat the eo!onei 1s new position l inks the armed 
forces too closely with what they consider to be 
an inept government. 

(lii/lli?B;'8B;'lftHH8Hilt In an apparent attempt p 
to settle the issue, Damasco reportedly retired 
from the army late on 26 August. Laplane also 
offered his resignation, but Mrs. Peron, in defi-
ance of the military, apparently rejected it. ~ 
armed forces have been laced on full alert, and 
rumors of a possible coup are becoming preva ent o 
ror their part, labor and Peronist party leaders 
have publicly lined up behind Mrs. Peron. 

t i ;'UPfi;' 8B ;'m•e I 8! 1I4 
has re ortedl relieved the dis runtl rs, 
further ueling the crisis. Such an action could 
conceivably force the military to oust her, there­
by naming her constitutional successor as 1nter1m 
ch1ef execut1ve until a national election can be 
fieta. on the other hand, the generals, whose ac­
tlons are crucial, may accept the resignation and 
retirement of Darnasco and Laplane as a solution. 
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In any event, the dissident officers' demands are 
lik3 ly to bring about leadership changes within 
the armed forces, Cabinet, or bot h. Should Mrs. 
Peron be forced to accept the mj. \.i.t.~~ancts., 
~: 1f0Um 'virtl!.ci1Iv: Jasi'Cli~r i~i?ctive 'iiOWer;-"which 
has been- dJ.minishing steadily since the exile or-her 
t~-~teaadviser Jose Lopez ReqCL.:b.a2t month. 111172 2 
F• ·zss±Ej fTL ;==tjtJsrif? :;;:& ·§taut l 
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