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ARGENTINA

FORMER PRESIDENT RETURNS FROM EXILE.

“SyapEBy Hector Campora's recent return to
Argentina may serve to rally disenchanted left-
ists and culminate in a bid for power in the 1977
general elections.

eSslilEl) Campora was elected as a stand-in
President for Juan Peron in March 1973 and resigned
a month and a half later, bringing Peron to power.
He has been in self-imposed exile in Mexico since
December 1974 because of threats on his life by right-
wing terrorist elements. Campora's brief administration
tended to favor the left-wing of Peronism, and the Au-
thentic Peronist Party -- the alleged legal party front
for the leftist Montoneros -- has reportedly been try-
ing for some time to persuade him to be its leader.
Upon his arrival in Buenos Aires, Campora stated that
he had returned to be "a factor of unity -- I am a man
of involvement."

f8»a#Py> The government and military have not
looked too favorably on Campora, but they apparently
did not object strongly to his return. They mav see
him as a unifying force that could bring dissident
leftists back into the government -- thus possibly
ending terrorism, which has affected almost everv
sector of Argentine society. On the other hand, the
government and military may have decided that they can
better monitor and control his political activities
in Argentina than in Mexico.
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biniblinly) Campora's return adds a new and some-
what unpredictable element to Argentine politics.
Although his presence could furthzr divide the alreadv
fractured ranks of the Peronist Movement, he should
not be ruled out as a broad, leftist coalition candi-
date in the 1977 presidential election. /(GRS
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