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ARGENTINA 

MILITARY OPPOSITION TO DAMASCO MOUNTS. 

{lii;'UPB;'HITC 1 6DK) Mrs. Peron ' s appoi ntment of 
Col Vicente Damasco as Minister of Interior while 
retaining his active military sta tus has engendered 
crH:icism from military leaders cmd a reported ul
time.tum that he be removed from t .hat active status 
or r esign by 25 August. Damasco ! s participation in 
the Peron administration while s t ill in active status 
is s een by many military leaders as demeaning-since 
they consider the Peron government incapable of · 
leading Argentina effectively. 

t¥1/h£ z;lRIJJOIII) Foreign Minister Robledo al
legE!dly suggested that Army Commc:mder-in-Chief (CINC) 
Gen Numa Laplane resign to ease t.he crisis, since 
Lapl ane approved the Damasco appointment without 
the prior consent of the other CI Nes . Having the 
backing of the President, LaplanE': and Damasco could 
take action to force the ouster of thei r detractors, 
especially Navy Commander Adm M.as sera and Air Force 
Cownander Gen Fautario. However , such a move would 
like ly result in reaction from t he remainder of the 
mil i tary opposed to Damasco. 

(O;'tii 1/IFUOIIIII) Whatever t he outcome of the 
Dam<:lSCO controversy, the alreadY.,. weakened President 
Peron seems destined to be tfie l oser. Amid a sim-

· meri ng scandal over transfer of -~~uncfS by Mrs. Peron, 
economic uncertainty and renewed terrorist violence, 
the embattled president will face mounting pressure 
to get Argentina on the road to J:·ecovery. htsBO L 
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