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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Staff Reduction in MilGroup Argentina -- ACTION MEMORANDUM

m On 4 April 1975, by message at Tab B, which you approved, State and
DOD agreed to proceed with a temporary reduction in MilGroup Argentina
from 20 to 13 to lessen US personnel exposure to terrorist activity. This
reduction followed a previous drawdown from 29 to 20, which occurred in

July 1974 for the same security reasons.

in approval of Tab B by Defense.

(97 This issue had been the subject of earlier correspondence from Dep
Sec State. Dep Sec Def, on 9 December 1974 (Tab C), did not concur with
the reduction from 20 to 13 and proposed that the removal of dependents
from Argentina should be considered before making further reductions of
official US personnel. However, Dep Sec State on two occasions in March
(Tabs D and E) reaffirmed State's position on the reduction which resulted

M On 13 November 1974, the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, forwarded
a memorzandum for the Dep Sec Def wherein he strongly recommended (Tab F)
that there be no further reductions below 20. Since State/Defense agreement

to the MilGroup reduction of 20 to 13, the JCS by memorandum of 23 June 1975
(Tab G) have again voiced strong opposition to the reduction to 13, and have
requested your reconsideration of the Defense position on this matter. The
JCS note the following: (1) the Argentine Air Force Commander and the

Argentine Navy Deputy Commander for Policy and Sirategy have taken serious

has stated that he will

exception to these reductions; (2) the Argentine Air Force Commanding General

Or fotal withdrawal of the US Air

Force Mission if the current reduction-is implemented; (3) the authorized
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(4) the "temporary" reduction to 20 personnel diminished mission capability
significantly, particularly in the opinion of the Argentine military; (5) to
reduce MilGroup strength further to less than 50 per cent of authorized

strength degrades mission effectiveness to an unsatisfactory level; (6) the
Argentines may draw erroneous conclusions about overall US policy between
Argentina and Brazil -- the latter has 40 US military personnel with three
general officers; and (7) the JCS are concerned that the US MilGroup reductions
will be perceived as a weakening of US resolve in the face of a threat.

The Defense Intelligence Agency has reported (Tab H) that the terrorist
threat to US personnel in Argentina will probably continue at a high level.
Argentinian terrorist groups retain the capability fo conduct terrorist acts,

most probably kidnappings as opposed to murders of US personnel. Reductions
in the number of US pmmnel vzgeﬂd 1mmea§urably enhance the security;
hg\ggYel- “from a strict security standpoint, ~onsideraron Sho
giéxnowl g dependents from Argentina ~= not principals, 4j.'f’élependents a¥ é’”“'ﬁ"“
removed and principals ‘then relocated 1nto a more confined area, needed
security coverage in response to the threat could be materially increased at
an overall reduction in cost. Additionally, by removing dependents in lieu
of principals, the Argentine military views would be satisfied, and the
terrorist targeting possibilities would be reduced.

In view of the strong position taken by the JCS and th%lgghbg,pe%atlve
pohtlcal reactlon of the Argentma military’, rocommend you sign the memo >
frandun"- at Tab A to the Secvetary of State rcquesting that the reduction in?
1lGroup strength from 20 to 13 be reversed that US m111tary prescnce m@;

.and tha

Y
(U) Director, DSAA concurs M
W

— Robert Ellsworth

Assistant Secretary of Defense
{nternational Security Affairs
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and clearly places the continued presence of the US MilGrdup in jeopardy at
a time when Argentina's internal security. situation and US interests warrant

" a continued US military presence. The security posture of US military personnel ,

could be signxﬁcan’dy increased with the removal of dependents from the
country.

m . I would appreciate your assistance in reversing the reduction action now
in progress, retaining at least 20 military personnel in the MilGroup, and

- effecting a return, as soon-as conditions permit, to’the authorized manning"

level of 27 US military personnel.
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