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D1 A SPECIAL DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE NOTICE (U).

DIASDIN 84-2B (AS OF: 0430 EST 24 Mar -76 )

ARGENTINA: MILITARY SEIZES POWER. (U)

1. cedi@ReRNPp The armed forces have deposed President
Maria Estela Peron and assumed control of the country.
The service chiefs will install a government today with
Army Commander Gen Jorge Videla serving as President
of the junta.

2. G@iNeOBOMY® Mrs. Peron was placed in military custody
early today. She is now reportedly en route to a resort
near Bariloche, some 900 miles southwest of Buenos Aires,
where she will be detained by military authorities.

3. CEAeRSRNINEERTET The armed forces have placed troops

in strategic parts' of the country to counter any adverse
.reaction to the coup, although no major violence is expected.
Several labor unions have reportedly been taken over and
their labor chiefs detained.
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4. (S/ANOEORN). Even a late call by Peronist Party léaders
for their rank-and-file members to protest the military
action is not likely to be heeded. In fact, politicians
and most labor leaders and their followers, as well as

the general public, have in recent days grown to

accept military intervention as inevitable and nec-

essary..

5. (E/A¥6FORN) The military government is faced
with correcting a magnitude of serious problems --
galloping economic inflation, leftist terrorism, and
divisiveness among and in almost every political
element. However, the armed forces apparently have
dedicated a great deal of time to preparing plans
for a new government and they may be more success-
ful than previous military governments in running
the country. In any event, it can be expected that
the new government will retain friendly relations
with the US and perhaps even strengthen them.
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ARGENTINA' COUP COUNTDOWN RESUMED.

2. oHSYNOEORNTTNTNTER™ Army commander Gen Videla, the .

leader of the group of moderates thus far reluctant to
move against Mrs. Peron, reportedly has become convinced
that if he again puts off the move, subordinate officérs
would act to force his hand and possibly jeopardize

his control of the situation and the postcoup government.
The army hlgh command has been alarmed over recent arrests
of leftists in key provinces that are believed to have
been ordered by subordinate elements without high command
approval.
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3. <yNOrURN/TMNTNTED 3
that the coup
countdown -- interrupted several times in the past --

may well have resumed.
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