. \VAVA(:
C.wm m MASTER

2 R

: 1. Reference A reports Murray-Sultan meeting of 24 October in which

Murray conveyed USG willingness to supply selected arms end equipment
to Horocco and Sulten acknowledged SAG offer to finance agreed-upon
armament and equipment., Sulten urged USG to develop list of Horoccan

military needs with an eye toward rapit.i delivery of equipment that would

£ mzke 2 near-term improvement in Morocco's deteriorzting mititery sitveidon.

Sultan cautioned that SAG is not prepared to fund 2 long-term military

modernizziion program. Murray told Sulten that we would consult with

SAG zgzin 2s soon 25 Moroccen requirements were knovn,

_ 2. Reference B summarize$ Christopher/Hassan meeting of 30 Cctober, zrd

Reference C sumazcrizes Murrey/Constable discussions with Moroccen Foreign

Minister and Air Force Chief on szme dzte. Drawing on these reftiels,
Anbessedor is recuested to see Sultan and make following points:

k. Deputy Secretzry of Stzte hes met with Jing Hzsszn and conveyed
tc him the willingness of USG to- provide zddéitional militzry zssistance

to Horocco.

o ) r_.-}.m v o .
B. Hassan hasfse me=wmereed that (1) he seeks a politicel

not & military soiution to the Western Szharz conflict, (2) he intems

to mzke & determined effort to achieve such 2 solution in 1980, ard that
he bas specific ideas in mind for achieving this, (3) he has no intentim
whatsoever of widening the war into Algerie, or in penetraiing in any wey

Klgerizn territory or sirspace, 2xd (4)he seg¢ US/Seudi militery assistance

2s facilitating negotizt ons by shoring up his military position. He was
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We are : :
prepared to.Em oo fodth 2heso gt :;,px
a )
prepvations &or
. withqthe supply of zrms needed by Horocco and agreed upan by USG and SAG.

"However, we continue to believe that there must be parzilel and v:snble .
movement on the negotiating front.

C. Horocco has not yei determined cxbent of its mlitary equipment .
needs, but hes said it would draw wp list of urgent requirements. USG has - |

agreed to send team to review requiremenis when Foroccan list has been
prepered, and Saudi Arebiz m2y wish to participate in this review.
tlternztively, US team would meet with SAG efter receiving and reviewing

1ist with Moroccans, We do mot know when lioroccen list will be available,

‘-,- sidiit o TS0 15 1) offer to sand srmal socis ol e — i
k & = &

D.

Horoccans };ave exoressed I.‘..nln need so fer for three items: 24 OV-10
eirereft, 24 Hughes 500-}D armed helicopters, and 21 F-5E/F zircraft, In
2ssessing these items, USG has had very much in mind Sulten's view, wnich
we share, thet equipment supplied should be for ezrly delivery ané be
militerily useful in the neer te:;n:

E. The koroccens are woefully deficient in reconnaiss:—.-nce ;:apability,
in the judgnent of U.S. as well es Horoccen militery, ané the OV-10, which
is zn armed reconnzissence aircreft, with considerzhble abiiity to ;bserve
epproaching enemy units over 2 lengthy period of time, is well suited to
e 3r¢ now (Ju.(*aué o (nov'dc Movecco with Eﬂkﬂc,,g ovV-10s,

koroccsn needs in our jungmen... The OV-10 is no longer in production,

20 to re-open tne production li.E e would be gt considerzble cost. (He

estinate that the—weit—ssstfpem=rfo), new OV-10s would hﬁ_ﬁi% :
e !

inclvding spaees, svpport 2nd traimine
H On tae other hsnd., vie ourselvas are snort tne recuired number of
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s o
OV-10s for our own forces and are reluctant to take them from our own forces.

Nevertheless, we zre prepsred to tzke 6 OV-10s from U.S, Forces.F-'-h—‘mi-'or

i | We believe thet [—-—__—.a 6 would be 2 good start for
ANlo wiw

lorocco, -é%ew-tgem sufficient aircraft for training and an initial operating

Y .
capability, Fn‘-t&.‘_aqadditimal 6, for a totzl of 12, would give thea 2 \
better 'Dv# wi cannet commit our scbves 2t Hais time.
wEdweterr] capability, AZI'.!.‘ we teke dvesbfram our own forces, we can =fix

w ‘them 4= and dehvef%tm.n 4~6 manthe of signing en 10A. If we wa2it for new
“40 months ©

production it will beE-u—_-'\r:.'agt least. Tne cost for &-.—_.—:4511 would be

zppraximately $20 million, including training, speres and support equirment,

24 -
} and a,‘{month maintenance contract. pPEmTTTUrTTE-CT RN TI O \
T T Ly e e Ve e UC U wis QiU wee n.._.._..a.\.q.] Is Saudi Arsbia

ov lé
prepared Lo fund the first six 2t 2 cost of $20 million? / Szudi Arazbia bc

_ prepzred to fund an additional 6, if the USG later zgrees to their releasaM

,f /s Ec:nrpm:za//y _f;n;/‘/ Ze Z‘LM_@Q

m %0 @
/ et & cost of S o ,?’mmon (rlr\aumc-\'l' Los‘\’ “4%;‘*!) ' \

F. Horocecans have asked for 24 fughes 500D helicopters. They rigntly

suggest it is smeller, less expensive znd easier to mzintain than Cobra~TG

#dreraft, Delivezéoi‘ 24 500-FD helicopters armed with guns and TO# launchers

couls begin MENE-24 nonths fmn dzte of LOA sisning, &t cost of & 260,
Lt el ot T B
4T om, (Hoghes Akreraft ses that TOW sight and pdds wauld ‘have to ® &
b

removec before mouniing- guns or yocket laynchers for use in gunship configurestim
= -W_fwwwg“—” B,&,wg,____—__

Alternztive to 500-D is the Bell UORRL-TGi helicopter, 12 of which

Saifuble S Al e
‘could be,d s if we took them from active U.S. forces. Cost

b

for 12 would be about %60 million, including spares, support, treaining and
12 month maintenance contract. Ve are reluctantly prepered to tzke these from
U.S. inveniory in order to assure ecarly delivery. Ve believe cithe:r nelicopter

. } would mzke a helpful cantribution in Horoceo's current militery circumstznces \

ond would strengthen Hassern's militrry posture ir the near term. we think the
= :
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early delivery of 12 COERA-TOWs to be, on balance, more advantageous the

b would raggecns grea s
later uelivery of 24 SOO-HDs, Is Saudi Arebia prepcred to fund $60 million

for 12 COBRA-TOW aircrzft tzken from U.S. inventory? Vould Saudi Arabia

prefer to fund 24 or some lesser numbsr of the 500-HD?

_G. Horoccans have also requested 21 F-5E/F aircreit far early

delivery, We believe the F-5 would be useful to Horocco in suppart of

/ ground forces, and additional F-5s would help make up for the ettrition \

to the current Foroccan F-5 fleet. Horocco is receiving the French F-1

aircraft, however, and while not as good in the ground support role .2s ihe

F-5, it greatly lessens the urgency of F-5 deliveries to Horocco in our

judgzent. (Moroccans now have 16 F-5As.) A1l F-5 productim is currently

committed to other customers, &

/ ~erdenrs. , Ezrliest daliv@eries of 21 F-55/Fs \\

would be about 24 monthe 2t 2 cost of proximstely 160 million including

"‘l-" speres, support, training znd 12 months maintenance contrzct. .~ ZZ[J [M#

e impraved qpm by «5& of Yo 20,nped 20, 2lyfrem,

evtuch NorTheep 15«///‘_5_2‘/7 ot Risk Jor éf/’
M A/ﬂﬁ_. 775/140/5/ znam e’ﬁ?f
. s ,spe,;‘;”y“fﬂ% [ foor 2t
w;___// el be Sy ble a?:/ess /ri\f(/o/ a/pc/ >

Zhe fﬁ 5 We would like Saudi views re F. . V
: s ity

3. Plezse impress on Sulten the necessity for firm Szudi decisiens on\n

urgent basis. We must consuli with Congress on our proposed actions &ng,
/ gven the zpprozching Congressional rei:ess, tiae is short if we are to proceed

on the expedited brsis urged upon us by SAG.

Gmafh

-
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Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
Nicholas A. Veliotes
House International Relations Committee
Subcommittees on International Organizations

and on Africa

March 1, 1978

I appreciate the opportunity to appear before the
Subcommittee on International Organizations and on
Africa again, and to explain further the circumstances
and conditions that have governed our security assistance
program in Morocco, taking into account human rights
questions.

As your Committees are aware, we have a span of
lmportant 1nterests in Morocco and our relations have
eonété%éhﬂyy been friendly. After independence in 1956
King Hassan's father allowed the U.S. to continue to
operate the SAC bases constructed in Morocco in the
latter years of the French protectorate. King Hassan

Soillep epednrse
has eacduragsg;the continuation of a U.S. military
presence in Morocco, and a U.S. space-tracking station
will take the place of naval communications facilities
now being phased out there. Hassan has welcomed our
Sixth Fleet warships to his ports. His government has
cooperated in measures to combat terrorism.

In regional matters, King Hassan has given criti-
cal support to our Middle East peace iqitiatives, and
most recently to those of President Sadat. He has also

given material and moral support to moderate regimes in



Page determined to be Unclassified
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS
1AW EO 13526, Section 3.5

-2- Date gpp g gy

Africa. In international fora Hassan's Government
occasionally has incurred the hostility of other Third
World members by supporting us on issues we considered
important. Although trade patterns established during
the colonial era tended until recently to obstruct
American access to the Moroccan market, U.S. firms are

L't-'ly f1_
now beginning to obtain major contracts #n-the Moroccan

fharket] Zrn. /}'.77 /A-u fuers .

The United States in turn has been liberal in its
material support for Morocco. Partly as a result of
U.S. aid of nearly one billion dollars since indepen-
dence in 1956, Morocco has been able to achieve con-
sistent growth and diversification of its economy and
has moved into the ranks of middle-income countries.
Our security assistance program began in 1960£§§:the¢
pasis—ef—a—clasatfied bilateral executive agrasmeat,?

and we provided modest amounts of grant security assis-

tance in the early years of the program. Since 1973,
we have focussed our assistance on training and FMS
financing to help modernize Moroccan forces and improve
their capabilities for defense and deterrence. For the
forthcoming fiscal year (FY 1979), we are projecting

a continuation of our assistance for this modernization
f, Alesoceo

program, and have proposed{%45 million for FMS fimencind

Acar Grevreehres
--the’ same as has been authorized for the current year
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--and and increase in training from $1.3 to $1.5
million. A major portion of this financing is cur-
rently expected to be used for elements of an air de-

'_/r(: (ote Il/

fense radar system. There is no indication that
or swnafer.of b /;Tr.'-‘/_._( /:r,u 14 L., g RIS al
military-assistance/is being used in Morocco to engage
in law enforcement activities, nor do we believe that

) £S5 grret :
projected miiitary purchases og/%ralnlng could readily
be diverted for this purpose within Morocco.

We have paid close attention to the question of
human rights in Morocco, and have taken human rights
developments into account in our security assistance
projections. As noted in our January 31 report to
Congress, we believe there has been considerable pro-
gress since January 1977. Democratic institutions have
been strengthened with the lifting of press censorship
and the completion of phased national elections for a
new parliament. The new government formed in October 1977
includes leaders of opposition parties. The bulk of
prisoners being held on charges of earlier crimes against
the state had been tried and sentenced by early 1977,
and although some of these prisoners had been mistreated

_ we hawe 720
during detention in previous years, thexe—is—he© evidence
of any persisting pattern of abuses.

Quite naturally we do not consider Morocco's human

rights record a perfect one. The need for further
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improvements has been pointed out in the reports of in-
ternational humanitarian organizations. We have inten-
sified our human rights dialogue with high-level Moroccans
both here and in Rabat during the past six months, point-
ing out the importance we attach to progress in all

areas of human rights observance. We were encouraged

by the amnesty of some 40 sentenced prisoners and the
release of 20 detainees in late 1977.

We are naturally aware that your Committees are
also concerned with Moroccan use of U.S. security as-
sistance in the western Sahara, where Morocco and Mauri-
tania are widely acknowledged as administrators but are
not generally recognized as sovereign, and where Poli-
sario guerrillas have been fighting from bases in
Algeria and seeking recognition for a govermment in
exile on the grounds that their right to self-determination
has been denied.

We have been confronted with this question more
directly than at the time of my last appearance here in
October of last year, since high-level Moroccan repre-
sentatives have made clear to us that they would en-
vision using in the Sahara items from the most recent
list of items they propose to buy from the U.S. Government.

In our review of the Moroccan request, we have had

to ask the question whether the sale of military equip-
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ment for use in the Sahara would impinge on the human
rights of the Saharan people, including the right of
self-determination, to which we are committed not only

C:ﬁ/:t.‘.."_f}
through our adherence to the UN

'
but by having ourselves firsi-proposed-the concept.

As the Committee will recall from last fall's
hearings, there are a range of divergent views on this
central issue.

On the one hand, it is conténded:

-- that a coherent pro-independence movement
existed in the Sahara prior to Spanish withdrawal in
1975-76;

-- that Moroccan occupation of the territory in-
cluded the use of military forces;

-- that subsequent Moroccan and Mauritanian claims
to have legitimized the annexation of the territory,
through the February 26, 1976 meeting of Jema'a members
and through participation of Saharan inhabitants in
later national elections, have yet to be recognized by
the United Nations or by the vast majority of its members.

On the other hand, there are the arguments:

-- that it is impossible to determine how signifi-
cant the numbers are of genuine fesmer inhabitants of

the former Spanish Sahara among the refugees whom the
e, .o F

’-

Polisario fronE/represént‘. since access to refugee



Page determined to be Unclassified
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS
s IAW EQ 13526, Section 3.5

Date: SEP 0 1 2017

camps has been denied to representatives of impartial
international humanitarian organizations.

-- that some of these refugees would like to re-
turn to their homeland, but have not been allowed to
leave.

-- that it is clear that the Polisario movement
is receiving funds, arms, and training from foreign
governments, and from many reports there are non-
Saharans among the fighting forces;

-- that the indigenous population base of 74,000
determined by the Spanish census of 1974 is considered
by some to be too small a basis for a viable state in
the international community.

No prudent policy decision on whether or not to
proceed with an arms sale could be based solely on
these conflicting considerations.

If we were to proceed, we would need to amend iggé'
1960 bilateral security assistance agreement, olyafis—i=—

zeferred fo earliax.

This executive agreement limits the use of mili-
tary assistance provided by the U.S. Government to the

defense of fFhe—territery-of/ the Kingdom of Morocco,

{1 LR T o 2
and therefore does nogzbover such use in the Sahara
territory, where we recognize only Morocco's administra-

tive authority. For the same reason, the agreement
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would also need amendment for Moroccan use of U.S.
equipment in Mauritania, where the Moroccan military
has been increased from 2500 to 6000 troops in the
last three months pursuant to a mutual defense treaty
negotiated by the two countries last summer.

Let me make clear, however, Mr. Chairman, that
we have still reached no decision on whether or not to
proceed with the sale. As you know, we began earlier
this year a process of candid informal consultations
to determine the views of Congress on the issues in-
volved, and we are continuing these consultations.

One encouraging factor in the situation is the
prospect that the long-delayed summit meeting of the
OAU on the Saharan issue may be held in Libreville
in late March. Although we have no precise formulas,
we would certainly hope that African-designed peace-
keeping and mediation machinery will emerge from the
conference. We do not wish to take any action now
which could prejudice such an outcome, and we are giving
careful consideration to the relationship between our
response to the Moroccan request and the attitudes of
the participants. If we can help promote a just and

peaceful solution this way, we intend to do so.
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MOROCCO

sasgiﬂgatign %f E[*grg - The United State enjoys friendly relations with
rocco ch is a leader among moderate Third World countries. Morocco
has supported US peace initiatives in constructive and useful ways, and

has publicly endorsed President Sadat's peace initiative. The Jewish
community in Morocco, the largest in any Arab natfon, is secure,

The Government of Morocco has consistently supported US security
objectives. Morocco was the site of several SAC bases in the fifties
and sixties, and a naval communications installation, operative since
that period, is only now being phased out at US initiative. The
Moroccans have agreed to permit the construction of a US ground-based
electro-optical deep space satellite-tracking system (GEODSS) which
will be operated by the US Air Force through the end of this century.
One of the two voice of America broadcast facilities in Africa is
located in Tangier. The Moroccans permit US naval vessels, including
nuclear powered warships, access to their ports.

Our security assistance program is designed to help Morocco meet its
legitimate defense needs without disrupting the power balance in
the area.

Description of Program - The proposed FY 1979 security assistance
program for Morocco consists of grant International Military Education
and Training (IMET) and Foreign Military Sales (FMS) financing.
Morocco is also expected to request to purchase for cash light

armored vehicles, air defense equipment, and spare parts for pre-
viously supplied US equipment.

IMET: This program would help provide training required for the
modernization of the Moroccan armed forces including instruction
in areas such as communications, maintenance and logistics.
Additionally, basic career and senior professional courses are
planned for selected Moroccan military personnel.

121

FMS Financing: Morocco is expected to request to use the propased FMS
financing for the purchase of helicopters and elements of an afr

defense radar system.

Overseas N-mge‘ge_nt of ngra- - The program is managed by the
Morocco-U afson Office in Rabat.

Arms Cont Statement (see also Annex B) - Morocco has
traditionally divid ts relatively modest arms purchases between
France, the U.S., the USSR, and other European countries. The Saviet
pro-Algerian stance on the Sahara question has ended the Moscow-Rabat
military supply relationship for the present. Implementing a
modernization program which predates the Sahara crisis, Morocco has
begun purchasing a much larger volume of military equipment from the
U.S. Even with the expected purchases of military equipment, Morocco’'s
defense capability will still be distinctly inferior in all categories
relative to Algeria, which possesses relatively large inventories of
Soviet fighters, surface-to-air missiles, and tanks. Thus, the
anticipated US sales should not be destabilizing in that context.

Instability is an increasing problem, however, with respect to the
Western Sahara toward which Moroccan concerns appear to be directed
increasingly. Increased Moroccan activity in the Western Sahara,

could, under present conditions, stimulate further support of the
Polisario by the Algerians, thus escalating the ongoing conflict. It

is unlikely that stability in the Western Sahara will be achieved solely
by Moroccan military power, particularly in light of the strong

and apparently growing Polisario activity there. US security

assistance will continue to be limited to defensively oriented weapons
and support.
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SUMMARY OF FY 1879 SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
(Dollars in Thousands)

MILITARY ASSISTANCE BY COST CATEGORY

(Dedlars in Thowusands)

Foreign Military Sales Financing Program 45,000 Actual Estimated Proposed
Military Assistance Program - FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979
International Military Education and Training Program 1,535
Security Supporting Assistance -
Tpurating NO MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
Total 8 {3;;:;"5;;,,,0,.5 DURING THIS PERIOD
Excess Defense Articles - Acquisition Value (Grant) -
Total
FMS FINANCING PROGRAM
{ Dollars in Thousands)
Actual Estimated Proposed
FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979 MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM BALANCE
Direct Credit N = - (Deltars i Thewsands)
Guaranteed Loans 30,000 45,000 45,000 Undelivered MAP Grant Aid as of 30 September 1977 -
Total 30,000 45,000 45,000 1.3 FY77
Status as of 30 Scptember 1977 /. y = F}’ 7/
Principal Amount of FMS Financing Issued 146,430 INTERNATIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM
Principal Amount of FMS Financing Expended 114,638
Principal Amount of FMS Finapcing Unexpended }1-733 Actual Estimated Proposed
AN FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979
Principal Amourit id to Date % / ” Sé.,998
Interest Paid to Date 13,838 { Dollars in Thousands)
Consolidated Repayment Schedle Estimated as of 30 September 1977 Student Training ne 976 1,480
Training Teams 38 39 39
Principal Interest Total Training Aids z? 273 g
FyY 1978 }3.3;; g'g;g 50'132 Other Support it — ——
FY 1979 5, » 0,766 783 1,300 1,535
FY 1980 14147 4612 18,759 TRER: s ;
:; }:g; };:;‘4; g:gg? :;:;gg (Number of Studenis)
FY 1983 12,645 1,746 14,391
FY 1984 8,300 861 9,161 In United States 83 205 221
FY 1985 4,000 280 4,280 Overseas 4 _3 3
FY 1986 - . -
FY 1987 - - - Total 87 208 224

0ONO0OO0OACCONNOOOOO OO0 O0C
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FOREIGN MILITARY SALES AGREEMENTS SECURITY SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE
(Dollars in Thousands) { Dollars in Thousands)
Actual Estimated Actual Estimated Proposed
Description
FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979 P FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979
Total Foreign Military Sales 35,687 40,000 100,000
FMS Financed - - =
COM'AERCIAL EXPORTS NO SECURITY SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
(Dallars in Thousands) OURING THIS PERIOD
Estimated
FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979
Deliveries 3,700 4,100 4,600

OVERSEAS PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

Actual Estimated Proposed
FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979
{ Dorllars in Theusands)
AL L L ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DATA*
MAP Costs 9 9 7 ( Dodlars in Thousands)
DOD Costs = bl =
Total Cost to U.S. Government 9 9 7 ::tu;;% E?;"“;;ﬁd :;o;‘);;;d
(Sumber of Authorized Personnel) A A 2,067 4,090 8,698
g::te:log::‘:: o ) 1,640 1,909 1,556
Military 19 16 13 P.L. 480 25,555 24,281 20,299
Civilian 2 2 2 International Narcotics Control i = -z
Local 6 6 2
- - - Total 29,262 30,280 30,553
Total 27 24 17

*Other than Security Supporting Assistance.
123
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MOROCCO

Morocco is a constitutional monarchy ruled by King Hassan II,
who assumed the throne in 1961, succeeding his father. Demo-
cratic institutions have been strengthened in the past

year, with the lifting of press censorship and the comple-
tion of phased national elections for a new parliament.

The King's new government includes leaders of opposition
parties.

1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including
Freedom from:

a. Torture

A number of prisoners arrested during the period of civil
disturbances that followed the 1971 and 1972 coup attempts
were brought to trial in 1976-77, and alleged during their
trials that they had been tortured during interrogation.
From observation of these trials and from other sources,
Amnesty International concluded in an October 1977 report
that 14 persons had died from torture during detention
before the trials, and that others had been disabled. The
sources of much of this information are political opponents
of King Hassan with an interest in discrediting his govern-
ment, and we have no means to authenticate the allegations.
Nevertheless, we believe that serious abuses probably did
occur during the domestic unrest of the early 1970's. Our
assessment is that such abuses have subsequently been
curbed, and that the only malpractices that continue are
harsh interrogation methods resorted to from time to time
by lower-level law enforcement authorities. We do not

believe these malpractices are condoned by Moroccan govern-
ment leaders.

b. Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Prisons are old and overcrowded, but the Government is
seeking to improve them. 1In 1973-74 approximately 30
persons were tried and executed for high treason; no
persons have been executed for crimes against the state
since 1974. The Government does not resort to exile as a
punishment, but some political dissidents are in self-
imposed exile.
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c. Arbitrary Arrest or Imprisonment

Until the 1976-77 trials, many of the prisoners implicated
in the 1973 disturbances had been held for prolonged
periods, some throughout the intervening years. Sentences
at these trials were severe, but periodic amnesties have
been granted; 38 previously sentenced prisoners were
released in November 1977.

In the spring of 1977, a number of Moroccans were arrested
on charges of taking part in leftist clandestine and
subversive activities involving seven French aid technicians.
Some of these new detentions may have been intended to dis-
courage disruptive activities during the June 3 elections.

We do not have a firm basis for estimating how many were
detained, or how many are still being held; 20 were

released in early December.

d. Denial of Fair Public Trial

Some persons caught in the act or directly implicated in

the 1971 attempt against the life of the King were summarily
executed. Persons detained for anti-government activities.
since 1971 have been tried in open court. A representa-
tive of Amnesty International who attended the 1976 trials
expressed his satisfaction with their conduct. On the

other hand, the Amnesty International report alleged that

at the 1977 trials the defendants' right to testify, to

be informed of the charges against them, and to receive
unimpeded representation by counsel were not respected.
Responding to the report in a press release on November 21,
1977, the Moroccan Ministry of Justice argued that restric-
tions were necessary because both defendants and lawyers

had violated court procedure by attempting to create disorder
and confusion. The U.S. had no observers at these trials.

e. Invasdion of the Home

There are no known incidents of intrusions into private
homes by officials without observance of legal safeguards
protecting individuals from arbitrary searches.
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2. Government Policies Relating to the Fulfillment of

Such Vital Needs as Food, Shelter, Health Care and
Education

Morocco addresses these problems through multi-year develop-
ment plans. The 1972-77 Five-Year-Plan assigned 30 per-
cent of government spending to education and social
programs and 16 percent to agriculture; both levels
represent significant increases over prior years. Further
increases in these areas are expected in the upcoming
1978-82 Plan. The government pursues its social objectives
through such measures as redistribution of state=-owned
land, subsidies and liberal credit for farmers, social
services and low-cost housing, and special programs
benefitting the rural poor. While performance has not
matched stated intentions, particularly in agriculture,
government plans reflect a commitment to equitable growth
and the fulfillment of basic human needs.

3. Respect for Civil and Political Liberties, Including:

a. Freedom of Thought, Speech, Press, Religion and
Assembly

These freedoms are all guaranteed under the 1972 Constitu-
tion. Criticism in the media of the administration, social
conditions, and all institutions except the monarchy is
commonplace. The Government tolerates various political
and religious tendencies. During the 1976-77 electoral
campaign all parties were allowed to speak and to hold
meetings. Harassment of the opposition was rare.

Morocco has a unique history of religious tolerance. Large
numbers of Moroccan Jews voluntarily left the country after
the 1967 Arab-Israel war. About 18,000 remain in the
country and the government is urging others to return.

Moroccans take pride in their confederation of trade unions,
one of the oldest labor movements in Africa. It has
effectively represented the economic interests of the
working class since independence.
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Discrimination against women is prohibited by law.
French educational traditions have opened some doors

to Moroccan women. Nevertheless, this partial liberali-
zation is limited for the most part to urban areas,
while the role of women in the predominantly rural

environment remains restricted as it has been over the
centuries.

b. Freedom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign
Travel and Emigration

Freedom of movement is unrestricted throughout Morocco.
Foreign travel for political reasons was sometimes restricted
in years past, it is not now restricted to our knowledge.
There do not appear to be any restrictions on emigration.

c. Freedom to Participate in the Political Process

Morocco's political environment provides considerable
opportunity