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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20350

IN REPLY REFER TO

Ser 00/C300104
8 March 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subj: Waning US influence with Latin American Naval Officers e«
Action Memorandum

1. <@ The U.S. Navy UNITAS exercise commander recently high-
lighted a concern that 1 share about our waning influence with
the Latin Americans. During the operations with the eight
maritime nations of South America, our commander observed a
degradation in communications caused by the lack of English
speaking ability. This evidence is symptomatic of a larger
problem. Because of our inability to provide the equipment
sought , the purchase of ships and aircraft from Europe has
grown greatly. As a result, an increasing number of officers
and men of the South American navies have gone to Europe to
train and have become oriented towards the supplying European
countries. We have an emerging generation of South American
naval personnel who are culturally and politically attuned to
Europe in contrast with the older leadership which was trained
in the U.S. and remains very favorably disposed to the U.S.
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2, =% We must stop the erosion of U.S. influence with the
Latin American military. Latin American naval leaders have
asked our help in orienting their young officers back toward the
close relationship with the US Navy which they had long had.
This will require actions to provide for the training of Latin
American military personncl. Also, we must improve our

reliability as a supplier of spare parts and support materiel
for the military hardware we may provide.

3. =p@P Some progress has been made in rolling back restrictions.
More has to be done. 1 recommend the following actions:

a. W Secure the Presidential certification necessary to
allow Foreign Military Sales (FMS) to Argentina and Chile and
make both countries eligible for the International Military
Education and Training (IMET) Program.,

b. @ Work with the Congressional leadership to modify
the Symington Amendment (Section 669 of the Foreign Assistance
Cooperation Act of 1961) to reconcile Brazilian sensitivity to a
perceived infringement on their national sovereignty. We need
to provide a means by which Brazil can be eligible again for
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Subj: Waning US influence with Latin American Naval Officers ey

Cc.«® Obtain an amendment to the Arms Export Control Act, as
proposed in the draft International Security and Development Act
of 1982, to permit the exchange of students between U.S. and
foreign war colleges on a reimbursement-in-kind basis. This
action would greatly facilitate the participation by leading
navies in the international courses at the Naval War College.

d. < Develop a Congressional propovsal for the exchange- of
all training, range and exercise services with friendly foreign
governments on a reciproccl basis. The ability to reimburse the
U.S. with similar services as opposed to payment in cash will
prove mutually beneficial.

4, < My staff is engaged in the study and pursuit of initi-
atives to restore closer US-Latin American naval ties. From

time to time I would like to forward for your consideration
other initiatives "to achieve that goal.

Chief” of Naval Operations
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY q* LT "
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS RIENSE
WASHINGTON, DC 20350 »
. IN REPLY REFER TO

Ser 00/C300104
8 March 1982

JOHN H. STANFORD

COLONEL, USA

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subj: Waning US influence with Latin American Naval Officers «fs-
Action Memorandum .

1. <«8) The U.S. Navy UNITAS exercise commander recently high-

lighted a concern that I share about our waning influence with

the Latin Americans. During the operations with the eight “es
maritime nations of South America, our commander observed a {
degradation in communications caused by the lack of English

speaking ability. This evidence is symptomatic of a larger

problem, Because of our inability to provide the equipment

sought, the purchase of ships and aircraft from Europe has

grown greatly. As a result, an increasing number of officers

and men of the South American navies have gone to Europe to

train and have become oriented towards the supplying European

countries. We have an emerging generation of South American

naval personnel who are culturally and politically attuned to

Europe in contrast with the older leadership which was trained

in the U.S. and remains very favorably disposed to the U.S.

2. *t®) We must stop the erosion of U.S. influence with the
Latin American military. Latin American naval leaders have
asked our help in orienting their young officers back toward the
close relationship with the US Navy which they had long had.
This will require actions to provide for the training of Latin
American military personncl. Also, we must improve our
reliability as a supplier of spare parts and support materiel
for the military hardware we may provide.

3. «®P Some progress has been made in rolling back restrictions.
More has to be done. I recommend the following actions:

a. <@ Secure the Presidential certification necessary to
allow Foreign Military Sales (FMS) to Argentina and Chile and

make both countries eligible for the International Military
Education and Training (IMET) Program.

b. 48 Work with the Congressional leadership to modify D
the Symington Amendment (Section 669 of the Foreign Assistance i)
Cooperation Act of 1961) to reconcile Brazilian sensitivity to a .
perceived infringement on their national sovereignty. We need o o
to provide a means by which Brazil can be eligible again for _
IMET. .
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20350

IN REPLY REFER TO

Ser 00/C300104
8 March 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subj: Waning US influence with Latin American Naval Officers w@y)-
Action Memorandum

1. «€P The U.S. Navy UNITAS exercise commander recently high-
lighted a concern that I share about our waning influence with
the Latin Americans. During the operations with the eight
maritime nations of South America, our commander observed a
degradation in communications caused by the lack of English
speaking ability. This evidence is symptomatic of a larger
problem. Because of our inability to provide the equipment
sought , the purchase of ships and aircraft from Europe has
grown greatly. As a result, an increasing number of officers
and men of the South American navies have gone to Europe to
train and have become oriented towards the supplying European
countries. We have an emerging generation of South American
naval personnel who are culturally and politically attuned to
Europe in contrast with the older leadership which was trained
in the U.S. and remains very favorably disposed to the U.S.

2. &® We must stop the erosion of U.S. influence with the
Latin American military. Latin American naval leaders have
asked our help in orienting their young officers back toward the
close relationship with the US Navy which they had long had.
This will require actions to provide for the training of Latin
American military personncl. Also, we must improve our

reliability as a supplier of spare parts and support materiel
for the military hardware we may provide.

3. «®P Some progress has been made in rolling back restrictions.
More has to be done. I recommend the following actions:

a. 4@pn Secure the Presidential certification necessary to
allow Foreign Military Sales (FMS) to Argentina and Chile and

make both countries eligible for the International Military
Education and Training (IMET) Program.

b. &&@ Work with the Congressional leadership to modify
the Symington Amendment (Section 669 of the Foreign Assistance
Cooperation Act of 1961) to reconcile Brazilian sensitivity to a
percelved infringement on their national sovereignty. We need

to provide a means by which Brazil can be eligible again for

IMET.
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Subj: Waning US influence with Latin American Naval Officers ™

c. 4@ Obtain an amendment to the Arms Export Control Act, as
proposed- in-the draft International Security and Development Act
of 1982, to permit the exchange of students between U.S. and
foreign war colleges on a reimbursement-in-kind basis. This
action would greatly facilitate the participation by leading
navies in the international courses at the Naval War College..

d. 49 Develop a Congressional proposal for the exchange of
all training, range and exercise services with friendly foreign
governments on a reciproccl basis. The ability to reimburse the
U.S. with similar services as opposed to payment in cash will
prove mutually beneficial.

4. ) My staff is engaged in the study and pursuit of initi-
atives to restore closer US-Latin American naval ties. Prom
time to time I would like to forward for your consideration
other initiatives to achieve that goal.

Chief” of Naval Operations
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